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INTRODUCTION

There’s a story. Perhaps you know it.

A man travelling through some of the most breathtaking
scenery Scotland has to offer. Mountains. Lochs. Light
shimmering across the hills in that momentary, unrepeatable

way it does in that part of the world.
And he missed all of it.
Every last bit.

Because he had his nose buried in his guidebook the entire

journey.
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J Sidlow Baxter, one of the great Bible scholars of the twentieth
century, used this story as a warning. Not about guidebooks.
About a certain kind of Bible study — the kind that becomes so
absorbed in the mechanics of the Book that it loses sight of the

God who wrote it.
Let that land for a second.

You can spend a lifetime studying scripture. Accumulating
facts. Filling notebooks with carefully organised theological
categories. And never actually encounter the Person who

breathed every word of it into existence.

That warning has stayed with me ever since I first came across

it. It’s shaped everything I try to do when I open the Bible.
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The point was never the guidebook. It was the world the

guidebook was pointing to.

For us as Bible “students” the point is always the PERSON.
Jesus is front and centre. If any path leads you away from that

reality, reset your compass.
Jesus first, everything else follows.

The Bible teaches:

“God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time
past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days
spoken to us by His Son” (Hebrews 1:1-2 NK]JV)

Did you catch that? God spoke in so many wonderful ways
through the centuries, all of them recorded in the pages of
Scripture. So many authors. So many voices. All in agreement.
But every one of them is to lead us HERE — to hear the Son
speaking.

That’s the point of Bible study. To hear Jesus speak.

God has given you spiritual ears to hear His voice. The Bible is

how we tune our ears to the correct wavelength.

Itis the amplifier.

“Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God”
(Romans 10:17)
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Faith is not the product of Bible knowledge alone. There are
plenty of scholars with far greater theological knowledge than
most mortals, yet they are clueless when it comes to the actual

Person those words are supposed to point to.

But the Word does have a purpose, and Paul states it clearly. It
helps us to hear God speak.

That's what I want to help you to do. I want to share some Bible
study keys that will tune your ear to His voice in ways that

might genuinely surprise you.

WHY THIS BOOK EXISTS

Over many years of walking with God, teaching in churches
and Bible schools, and watching people engage with scripture,

I have noticed something.

The people who struggle most with Bible study rarely lack

desire.
They lack method.

They want to know God’s Word better. They pick up the Bible.
They read a chapter. They feel glad they made an effort, but
wind up dissatisfied. They know there is something richer on

offer, but can’t quite find the way in.
Sound familiar?

What they are missing, most of the time, is simply a set of keys.

Simple, uncomplicated ways to engage with the text that turn a
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passive reading exercise into an active, living, often THRILLING

encounter with God.

This book is not a comprehensive academic treatment of
Biblical hermeneutics. There are excellent volumes that do
that, and I will point you toward some of them along the way.
What this is, rather, is a passing on of the things that have
worked for me and for the many people I've had the privilege of

teaching.

This is a personal book, written in a personal voice. I've not
tried to sound more academic or more authoritative than I
really am. I'm a follower of Jesus who has spent a great deal of
time in His Word and found it to be, without question, the
most transformative and endlessly fascinating book I have ever

encountered.

I want to share that experience with you, not lecture you

aboutit.

The keys in here are simple enough for someone picking up the
Bible seriously for the very first time. They are also deep
enough that I'm still using them myself today. Still finding new
things. Still being surprised by what this extraordinary Book

contains.

Most importantly, they have helped me to ‘hear’. And I believe
that they can help you too.
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YOUR FREE COMPANION

Before we begin, a quick word about what comes with this
book.

This is more than a book. It is the entrance to a complete Bible
study experience. When you finish reading, you've only just

begun what's on offer!

Seven complete Bible studies are waiting for you, free, designed
as the perfect companion to everything you are about to learn.
Not exercises. Not warm-ups. Full, self-contained Bible studies

that drive you directly to your Bible and your place of prayer.
Inside the free companion workbook you will find:

Seven complete Bible studies you can sit down and do in a

single session.

Every study is a direct line to the Scriptures themselves with
focused, structured pathways that have been built around the

keys and methods you’ll learn in this book.

Mark them up, write them down, and return to them for years.
Pure, practical Bible studies that will act as a launch pad for a

lifetime of learning

A beautifully illustrated, printable PDF workbook you can

print at home or use straight from your device.

To download your free companion workbook, scan the QR code

or visit:

https://pureread.com/bonus



Introduction xi

No printer? No problem. Everything inside can be done with a

notebook, a pen, and a Bible.

You will find more about the companion workbook in the
closing pages of this book. For now, just know it is there, ready,

waiting, and yours.

Scan this QR to open your bonus page...

“And He said to them, Be careful what you are hearing. The
measure [of thought and study] you give [to the truth you
hear] will be the measure [of virtue and knowledge] that
comes back to you—and more [besides] will be given to you
who hear.”
(Mark 4:24 AMP)






SO, WHO THIS BOOK IS FOR?

his book is for the person who is new to the idea of

serious Bible study and wants to begin well.

If that’s you, welcome. Everything in these pages is
explained from the ground up. No prior knowledge assumed.

No entry exam required.

It’s also for the person who has been a Christian for many years
and has always wanted to develop a more consistent, more
fruitful engagement with Scripture but somehow never

quite has.

If that’s you, I hope what follows will give you a fresh start, a
renewed appetite, and some practical tools you can begin using

straight away.

And it’s written, with particular warmth, for the person who

has tried before and found it hard going. Who started a reading
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plan in January and ran out of steam somewhere around
Leviticus. (Leviticus has a LOT to answer for.) Who picks up the
Bible with the best intentions and puts it down again, feeling

vaguely guilty.

.. 1. Defeated
‘ posture

tea

She made it to Leviticus.

Friend, if that is you, please hear this.

The difficulty was not a failure of character. It was, almost

certainly, a failure of method.
And that is entirely fixable.

King David prayed, and we can also:
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“Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your

law.” — Psalm 119:18
That’'s my prayer for you as you read this book. Make it
your own.

The wonders are hidden in the pages of Scripture, for you, not

from you!

Let’s go find them.



STUDY?

t the outset, I want to make sure that we're looking

through the same frame.

The idea of “study” can often make grown adults

shift uncomfortably in their seats.

It conjures the ghost of every exam room ever sat in. Every
blank sheet of paper that was supposed to be full of answers
and wasn’t. Every sweaty-palmed, clock-watching, desperate
attempt to pull information out of a brain that had decided to

go on holiday at precisely the wrong moment.

For many people who come to faith in Jesus as adults, the
moment someone in church says, “You really need to study the
Bible,” something inside them quietly dies. The very sentence

lands with a kind of grey, joyless weight.
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I want to tell you straightaway that the whole purpose of this

book is to turn that on its head.

This is not a small thing. The associations we carry from the

past have an enormous effect on what we do in the present.

If “study” conjures up a nagging sense of inadequacy, we’re
going to find reasons not to do it. We will pick up the Bible
occasionally. Snack on a few verses. Feel vaguely guilty that we
don’t do it more. Tell ourselves we’ll be better next week. And

carry on as before.
So let me propose a different word.
Let’s try ADVENTURE.

Because what we are actually being invited into, when
someone encourages us to open this Book and engage with it

seriously, is not an exam but an exploration.
Not a test to pass but a territory to discover.

The word “study” is derived from the Latin, ‘Studium’, which
means “eagerness and zeal”. Strong feeling, passion, and
enthusiasm to know God propels us in this pursuit of truth and

connection with the Creator.

When we approach the Bible in that way, it becomes one of the
most alive, surprising, energising, and genuinely delightful

things a person can do with their time.

No longer a duty to discharge, but a treasure to hunt.
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The treasure, I promise you, is real.

And the territory is inexhaustible. People have been exploring it

for thousands of years, and nobody has reached the edges yet.



PART I
S THE BIG DEAL

WHAT’

?

ABOUT THE BIBLE
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THE APOSTLE WHO WAS SOLD ON IT

et me show you something from scripture.

Paul the Apostle was one of the most educated men
of his generation. Trained at the feet of Gamaliel, one
of the greatest Jewish teachers of the age. Fluent in multiple

languages. A man of extraordinary intellect.

And yet it is not to the intellectually sophisticated that he
writes his most urgent appeals about the Word. It’s to a young

man called Timothy.

Timothy was young. He was prone to self-doubt. He was
leading a church in Ephesus, a challenging city full of
competing philosophies and spiritual distractions. Paul, a
mentor and a father figure to this young man, writes to him
with the kind of passionate urgency that suggests he was not

making a casual suggestion.
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“Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that
your progress may be evident to all. Take heed to yourself and
to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will
save both yourself and those who hear you.” — 1 Timothy

4:15-16

Give yourself ENTIRELY that your progress will be evident.

Not partly. Not when convenient. Not as one item among many

on an already crowded schedule. Entirely.

And look at the extraordinary promise attached to that giving.
Not only will Timothy himself be saved, kept, protected, built
up, matured, but everyone who hears him will be affected by

it, too.

Your love for God’s Word will not only impact you. It radiates
outward. What you carry in your heart when you walk into a

room will be shaped by what you've been feeding on.

This is why Paul was so urgent about it with his young
apprentice. It was not about ticking a religious box. It was
about the quality and substance of everything that would flow
out of Timothy’s life.

And then, most significantly of all, Jesus Himself said:
“If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. And

you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
— John 8:31-32
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Hidden inside that single verse is one of the most important

distinctions in all of scripture.
Itis the truth you KNOW that sets you free.

Not truth in the abstract, floating around in the atmosphere
somewhere. Truth that has become your own. Truth that lives
in you. A reality that you have encountered and received and

made your own.

Unknown truth has precisely zero influence on your life. A
promise of God that you have never read cannot help you in
your moment of need. A principle that would bring you
through your current crisis is useless to you if you don’t know it

exists.

Can you see why this matters? Bible study is not a religious

duty. It’s a practical necessity for every believer.

Paul continues his admonitions to Timothy in his second letter:
“Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word
of truth.” — 2 Timothy 2:15

That phrase “rightly dividing” is a fascinating one.

The Greek word is orthotomeo — to cut straight, to handle

accurately, to make a straight cut.

It’s the word of a craftsman.
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Careful, attentive, prayerful engagement turns a reader into
someone who truly understands what they are reading. Having
the Word of God settled in your heart means that you will not
be easily rattled. Not easily deceived. Not left speechless when
someone challenges your faith. It is a place of peace that

refuses to be moved by circumstance.

Check out this verse in the book of Proverbs. In the Amplified

translation it reads:

“It is as sport to a [self-confident] fool to do wickedness, but
to have skillful and godly Wisdom is pleasure and relaxation

to a man of understanding.” — Proverbs 10:23

Did you catch that?

Wisdom, the kind of skilful, godly understanding that comes
from sustained engagement with God’s Word, is described as
PLEASURE and RELAXATION.

Not effort and drudgery. Not a grim discipline endured by the

especially devout.

Hidden behind the words on the pages of Scripture is an oasis

for your soul and a deep river of refreshment for your spirit.

Study, for a redeemed mind and spirit, is not a heavy thing. Itis
joyful refreshment for thirsty hearts.

So the problem is not that the Bible is dry. The problem, very

often, is that we have approached it in ways that don’t allow it
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to come alive. We have treated it as a duty rather than a gift.

Something we have to do instead of something we get to do!
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WHAT EXACTLY IS THE BIBLE?

ere's a good question. What exactly is the Bible?

Not in an abstract, philosophical sense. Practically.
When you pick it up, what are you actually
holding?

Is it a collection of ancient wisdom literature, valuable but
essentially human in origin? Is it a record of one particular
people’s evolving understanding of God, interesting as
religious history, but no more authoritative than any other
such record? Or is it what it consistently and insistently claims
to be, the very Word of the living God, breathed out by Him,
carrying His nature and His power, and deserving of a quality

of attention that no other book in the world deserves?

How you answer that question will determine everything

about how you approach your Bible.



Bible Study Made Simple 15

If it is merely a human document, you will read it with the
same respectful but essentially detached interest you might
bring to Homer or Plato. You’ll appreciate what is beautiful.
Note what is historically interesting. Politely decline what
doesn’t suit your current worldview. And remain essentially

unchanged.

But if it is what it says it is. If these words really do originate
not in the minds of men but in the mind and heart of God, they
will carry within them a supernatural power to change a

human life from the inside out.

If that is the case, the only reasonable response is to approach

them with an entirely different quality of attention.

John 1:1 says:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”

This Book, just like the man who became its walking

embodiment, is full of glory, grace and truth.

“And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the

Father,) full of grace and truth.”

Smith Wigglesworth, one of the most remarkable men of God
of the twentieth century, an uneducated plumber from the

North of England who became one of the most powerful
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healing evangelists who ever lived, put it with characteristic

directness:

“Never compare this Book with other books. Comparisons are
dangerous. Never think or never say that this book contains
the Word of God. It IS the Word of God. It is supernatural in
origin, eternal in duration, inexpressible in value, infinite in
scope, regenerative in power, infallible in authority, universal
in interest, personal in application, inspired in totality. Read it
through. Write it down. Pray it in. Work it out. And then pass

iton.” — Smith Wigglesworth, Faith That Prevails

Read it through. Write it down. Pray it in. Work it out. Pass

iton.
That is the whole curriculum from the Bradford plumber.

When we talk about studying the Bible, we are not talking
about an ordinary Book. Every word is from another

dimension.

This incomparable tome transcends time. It is not bound by the
usual restraints common to all other books. Like its Author,
whom it represents with absolute accuracy, it is 100% human
and 100% divine.

From an earthly perspective, it’s a faithful and trustworthy
manuscript, but it cannot be compared to other ancient

documents in history.

Because it is HIS-story.
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And HE is alive.
If you want to know Jesus, get to know his Word. They are one.

The Author is personally present to open the pages and show

you precisely what they mean.

So, what exactly is the Bible? It’s a God book, full of God’s
words, with an ever-present, all-seeing God who sits beside
you helping you understand what you are reading. He
interprets earthly syllables until your eyes are opened to see

them from Heaven’s perspective.

The Bible is an open doorway to another dimension, unfettered
communication from another realm, written by an eternal

hand so you can enter and enjoy a world beyond this one.

That’s the foundation on which everything in this book rests.

So let's examine why that foundation is solid.
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WHAT THE BIBLE
SAYS ABOUT ITSELF

t is sometimes said that appealing to the Bible’s own

testimony about itself is circular reasoning.
“The Bible is true because the Bible says it’s true.”
That's a fair challenge.

In the next two chapters, you’ll see in considerable detail the
enormous body of evidence OUTSIDE the Bible that
corroborates its claims. But let’s begin here, inside the text

itself, because the Bible’s self-testimony is remarkably bold.

The scriptures refer to themselves as the Word of God more

than two thousand times.
Persistently. And with great specificity.

Here’s a handful:
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“When you received the word of God which you heard from
us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you

who believe.” — 1 Thessalonians 2:13

“For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of

the thoughts and intents of the heart.” — Hebrews 4:12

“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; it shall
not return to Me void, but it shall accomplish what I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.” — Isaiah
55:11

Notice what these verses claim.

Not that the Bible contains helpful wisdom about God. Not that
reading it will make you a somewhat better person. The Word
is described as LIVING.

It is described as POWERFUL. The Greek word is energes, from
which we get our word “energetic”. It is active, operative, and

constantly working.

And it is described as something that ACCOMPLISHES what

God sent it for, bringing His miraculous purposes to pass.
These are an extraordinary set of claims.

But are they true?
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In the next two chapters, we’ll look at the historical and
archaeological evidence. But first, let us look at the nature of
the book itself, because even before we reach the external
evidence, there are things about the Bible that point
unmistakably toward a supernatural Author. I personally find

this kind of stuff exciting.

THE LANGUAGE OF PICTURE AND
SYMBOL

I think this is one of the most useful things to understand

before you begin studying the Bible seriously.
God uses picture language to describe His own Word.

He doesn’t offer an abstract doctrinal definition. He paints
images. And those images, taken together, build a portrait of

something utterly unlike any other book.

My suggestion is that you have your Bible open beside you as
you read (a real bona fide paper Bible, not an electronic excuse
for one). Turn the pages till you find each one and underline

them.

Do as the noble Bereans did in Paul’s day. Receive the Word of
God readily, and don’t just take my word for it. Look it up for

yourself.

“And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by
night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the

synagogue of the Jews. These were more noble than those in
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Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether

those things were so.” (Acts 17:10-11 KJV)

As you look them up, incline the ear of your spirit. Lean your

heart in and listen for what the Holy Spirit is saying to you.

Here’s a selection of the symbols scripture uses for itself, each

one revealing a different facet of its nature:

Fire (Jeremiah 23:29). Fire burns, cleanses, and purges. It
destroys what cannot withstand it and refines what can. When
God’s Word comes to us, it doesn’t merely inform; it burns

away what should not be there and purifies what remains.

A hammer (Jeremiah 23:29). God asks, “Is not my word like a
fire? And like a hammer that breaks the rock in pieces?”
Sometimes what needs to change in us is not a matter of gentle

persuasion. The Word can smash what needs to be broken.

A lamp and a light (Psalm 119:105). “Your word is a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path.” Not a floodlight illuminating the
whole landscape at once, but a lamp. Enough light for the next
step. And the one after that. The Bible does not tell us
everything we might want to know about the future, but

always gives us enough light to walk faithfully in the present.

A mirror (James 1:23). The Word shows us what we actually
are. Not what we imagine ourselves to be. Reality. The Word
reveals the pimples, yes, but more importantly, highlights
who we are in Christ and shows us how to become what we
behold.
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Milk, bread, and meat (1 Peter 2:2; Matthew 4:4; Hebrews 5:13—
14). The whole range of spiritual nourishment, from baby at the
breast to meat and two veg. From first principles to the deep

things of God, the Bible feeds us at every stage of growth.

A sword (Hebrews 4:12; Ephesians 6:17). Like a surgeon’s scalpel,
the Scriptures are “sharper than any two-edged sword,”
capable of piercing “to the division of soul and spirit.” This is
the Word as a weapon in spiritual battle. And as an instrument

of divine diagnosis, exposing the hidden things of the heart.

Water (Ephesians 5:26). Life-giving. Refreshing. Cleansing. The

Word washes us from the inside out.

Gold and honey (Psalm 19:9-10). “More to be desired are they
than gold, yes, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey.”
Priceless and sweet. Valuable and genuinely delightful to those

who have tasted it.

A seed (Luke 8:1I; 1 Peter 1:23). Perhaps the most important
symbol of all, and one we will explore in depth later in this
book. The Word is like a seed. It contains within itself the life it
promises. You do not have to manufacture results. You plant
the seed in the ground of your heart, and the life comes from

within the seed itself.

An anchor (Hebrews 6:18-19). In the storms of life, and they
will come, the Word holds. Everything else may be shifting. The
Truth does not.

Take a moment with that list.
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9. Honey. 10. Seed.

Fire. Hammer. Lamp. Mirror. Food. Sword. Water. Gold. Honey.
Seed. Anchor.

This is not the vocabulary of a human book. These are images
of something alive, active, nourishing, illuminating, cleansing,
purifying, and sustaining. They are images of words that DO
things when you engage with them, rather than merely

conveying information.

The Bible’s claims for itself are as radical and as real as it gets.

I
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ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE
COMPANION WORKBOOK...

The

Bible

Reader’s
Companion

DAVID LEE MARTIN

In the free companion workbook, there is a complete one-hour Bible
study called "What Scripture Says About Itself," with the key
passages organised into seven sections to look up for yourself. This is
the perfect way to take what you have just read and make it your

own. Scan the QR code or go to https://pureread.com/bonus
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THE MIRACLE OF UNITY

eyond its bold claims, there are also some things
about this Book that defy reason.

One of the most remarkable is its supernatural unity.

The Bible is composed of sixty-six books. It was written over a
period of approximately one thousand six hundred years. It
was written by roughly forty different authors, living on three
different continents, in three different languages, from

backgrounds that could scarcely be more varied.

Among its writers was a shepherd. A king. A military general. A
tax collector. A doctor. A fisherman. A priest. A cupbearer. A
prophet living in exile. A political leader trained in the
universities of Egypt. And a tentmaker turned apostle whose

letters were written from prison.

None of these people knew each other.



Bible Study Made Simple 27

The ones who came earliest had no idea the ones who came
later would exist. Moses could not have known that a man
called Luke would one day pick up where he left off. David
could not have known that Paul would quote his psalms as
evidence for the gospel of Jesus Christ. The first writer and the

last writer are separated by sixteen centuries.
And yet the Bible tells one story.

Not a loosely connected anthology of vaguely similar religious
ideas. ONE story. With one central character. One unfolding
plot. One consistent set of themes that emerge in the first pages
of Genesis and find their resolution in the last pages of

Revelation.

The story of a God who created. A creation that fell. A
redemption that cost everything. And a restoration that will be

complete.

That story is told through the poetry of the Psalms, the
practicalities of Proverbs, the drama of Kings and Chronicles,
the urgency of the prophets, the history of the gospels, and the
theology of the epistles.

The authors are wildly different. The story is singular.

Josh McDowell, the Christian apologist, tells of a visit from a
salesman representing the Great Books of the Western World.
This door-to-door salesman was peddling a collection of the

finest literature produced by human civilisation.

McDowell challenged him. Pick ten authors. All from the

same generation. The same country. The same cultural
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background. All addressing one controversial subject. Would

they agree?

The salesman paused and replied, “No.”

“What would you have?” McDowell pressed.

The reply was immediate. “A conglomeration.”

Two days later, that man committed his life to Christ.

Because the point is unanswerable. What we have in the Bible
is the OPPOSITE of a conglomeration. Forty authors. Sixteen
centuries. Three languages. Three continents. One unified,

coherent, non-contradictory message.

The only adequate explanation is the one the Bible offers for
itself. These men did not write independently. They were
carried along by the same Spirit, inspired by the same Mind,
and guided by the same ultimate Author.

J Sidlow Baxter describes it magnificently in his great

commentary, Explore the Book:

“The sixty-six books are not simply a collection of writings;
they are one book — one in the progressiveness of the
revelation which they collectively unfold, one in the harmony
of structure which they collectively constitute, one in the
spiritual unity of the message which they collectively

declare.” — J Sidlow Baxter, Explore the Book

There’s a phrase that captures the relationship between the
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two great halves of the Bible more beautifully than almost

anything else I know:

“The New is in the Old concealed; the Old is in the New

revealed.”

Every theme introduced in the Old Testament finds its
fulfilment in the New. Every spring of promise made in the first
chapters of Genesis flows downstream to fulfilment in the
ocean of Revelation. The whole thing is one continuous,

unfolding act of divine communication.
Thatis not an assortment, friend. That is a miracle!

One of my favourite descriptions of the Bible as a whole comes

from H L Willmington.

He describes the Bible as a beautiful palace into which we are

invited:

“In the first chapter of Genesis we enter the vestibule, filled
with the mighty acts of creation. The vestibule gives access to
the law courts — the five books of Moses — passing through
which we come to the picture gallery of the historical books.
Here we find hung upon the walls scenes of battlefields,
representations of heroic deeds, and portraits of eminent men.
Beyond the picture gallery we find the philosopher’s chamber
— the book of Job — passing through which we enter the music
room — the book of Psalms — where we listen to the grandest
strains that ever fell on human ears. Then we come to the

business office — the book of Proverbs. From the business office
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we pass into the chapel — Ecclesiastes, or the Song of Solomon.
Finally, we reach the observatory — the prophets, with their
telescopes fixed on near and distant stars, all directed toward
the Bright and Morning Star. Crossing the court we come to the
audience chamber of the King — the Gospels — where we find
four vivid, lifelike portraits of the King Himself. Next we enter
the workroom of the Holy Spirit — the Acts of the Apostles —
and beyond that the correspondence room — the Epistles.
Before leaving we stand a moment in the outside gallery — the
Revelation — where we look upon some striking pictures of the
judgments to come and the glories to be revealed” — H L

Willmington, Willmington’s Guide to the Bible

A palace. One building. Many rooms, each with its own
character and purpose, but all part of the same structure. All

serving the same great whole.
This is the book you are holding.

Walk through it slowly. There is treasure in every room.
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NOT INTELLECTUAL BUT SPIRITUAL

hy is the Bible so remarkable? Because is not
primarily an intellectual document. It's a

spiritual one.

That’s not a statement against the intellect. We’re told to love
God with our MINDS, and genuine engagement with scripture
is one of the most demanding intellectual exercises available to
us. But the Bible was not written merely to fill our heads with

accurate information about God.

It was written to change us. To transform you not just

inform you.

And the mechanism of that change is not primarily of the head.
Itis spiritual, of the heart.

Jesus said in John 6:63:
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“The words that I speak to you, they are spirit and they are

life.”

Not about spirit. Not explaining life. They ARE spirit. They ARE
life!

There is something in the actual words of God that carries a
supernatural charge. When received into an honest heart and
connected to the Holy Ghost, God’s Word produces change that

no amount of education could ever muster.

Paul puts it with striking directness:

“The letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Corinthians 3:6)

You can read the Bible in a purely intellectual way until you’re
blue in the face, treating it as interesting religious literature.
Noting its arguments. Admiring its poetry. Cross-referencing

its themes. And remain entirely unchanged by it.
But the letter without the Spirit kills.

It produces knowledge that puffs up, as Paul says elsewhere,
rather than developing a love that builds up. It produces people
who can talk about God at great length while actually knowing

very little of Him in reality.

But when the Spirit is present, and we come to the Word with
the humble expectation of someone who knows they need

what only God can give, something else happens.
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The words on the page stop being merely words. They become,
in the phrase that appears again and again through scripture,
LIVING. Something shifts in the interior of a person that was
not there before. And it cannot be accounted for by ordinary

means.

This is why the Bible’s own description of itself uses the
language of seed. Seed does not merely convey a message about
the plant it will become. It CONTAINS the life of that plant,
compacted and latent, waiting for the right conditions to

release it.

God’s Word, sown in the prepared ground of a hungry heart,

contains within itself the very life of God.
That life, once released, grows.
“Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but

incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and

abides forever.” — 1 Peter 1:23

We are born again through the Word.

Our new life begins because the seed of the Word, received in

faith, carries within it the very life of God.

The Amplified Version of the Bible holds nothing back when it

translates these verses:

“You have been regenerated (born again), not from a mortal
origin (seed, sperm), but from one that is immortal by the ever

living and lasting Word of God.” (1 Peter 1:23 AMP)
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“No one born (begotten) of God [deliberately, knowingly, and
habitually] practices sin, for God’s nature abides in him [His
principle of life, the divine sperm, remains permanently
within him]; and he cannot practice sinning because he is

born (begotten) of God.” (1 John 3:9 AMP)

That same divine life continues to work in us as we keep
sowing it into our hearts through sustained, prayerful,

expectant engagement with scripture.
Plant the seed. Water it. Watch what God does.

We've already touched on the fact that God’s Word shares the

very attributes of God Himself. They are one.
Think about what that means.

God is eternal. His Word endures forever — “heaven and earth
will pass away, but my words will never pass away” (Matthew
24:35).

God is all-powerful. His Word has inherent power to accomplish
what He sends it for — “i shall not return to Mevoid” (Isaiah 55:11).

God is truth. His Word is truth — “Sanctify them by Your truth;
Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

God is life. His Word is living and active — “For the word of God
is living and active” (Hebrews 4:12 ESV).

God is light. His Word is a lamp and a light (Psalm 119:105).
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To grow in our knowledge of the Word, therefore, is to grow in

our knowledge of God Himself.
You cannot separate them.

Paul prays in Ephesians 1:17 for “the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him”. The kind of knowing that

comes from nearness.
We've already shared this opening line from the Gospel of John,

but it bears repetition:

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”

The eternal Son of God, the Second Person of the Trinity,
through whom all things were made, is described as THE
WORD.

The same Greek term, logos, is used for Jesus in John 1 and for

God’s written word throughout the New Testament.
They are not identical. But they are inseparable.

The written Word points us to the Living Word. The Living
Word is revealed in the written Word. When we spend time
seriously engaged with scripture, we are not simply reading

ancient literature.
We are drawing near to a Person.

Jesus Himself confirmed this in the most direct way:
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“You search the scriptures, for in them you think you have
eternal life; and these are they which testify of Me” (John
5:39)

The whole Bible is a testimony to Jesus. Every book. Every
story. Every law. Every prophecy. Every poem. When
understood as God intended it to be understood, it is all

pointing somewhere.
Itis pointing to Jesus.

Let's continue digging and look in detail at the historical and
manuscript evidence for the Bible’s reliability, and at some of

the supernatural fingerprints embedded in the text itself.

If what we have covered in this chapter is the WHAT — what
the Bible claims to be — the following chapters will unearth

the WHY. Why we can trust it.

And the evidence, I think you will find, is spectacular.
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CAN WE TRUST WHAT WE HOLD?

ooner or later, if you talk to people about the Bible,

someone will say it.

You know the line. “You can’t trust the Bible. It’s been
copied and translated and recopied so many times that nobody
knows what the original said. Powerful men decided what
went in and what stayed out. The whole thing has been

changed to suit whoever was in charge.”

Sounds like something a clever person would say at a dinner

party while reaching for the wine. And it is entirely false.

And the story of how we know it’s false? That’s one of the most
gripping detective stories you’ll ever hear. Better than anything

on Netflix. Because the evidence isn’t thin. It’s overwhelming.

You can be confident that the Bible, as a document, is
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trustworthy. The informed, solid, looked-at-the-evidence-and-

found-it-staggering kind of confidence.

The Book you hold in your hands today is, with a degree of
certainty unmatched by any other document from the ancient

world, essentially what was originally written.

The people who copied and preserved these texts across the
centuries did so with a care and reverence that borders on

obsessive.

Let me show you.

A Fair Question

First, let’s be honest. It's a fair question to ask if the book we
hold in our hand today is actually what was written by the

original writers.

We are dealing with documents written between two and three
and a half thousand years ago. In languages nobody speaks as a
mother tongue any more. We do not possess the original
manuscripts. We don’t have the papyrus scroll Paul actually

handled. We don’t have the parchment Moses wrote on.
What we have are copies of copies.

This is simply a fact about the ancient world. It applies to every
classical text that has survived. Homer. Plato. Tacitus. All of

them. Copies.

But here’s the question that matters. Not whether we have the

originals. We don’t, and there is no realistic chance we ever
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will. The question is whether the copies we have faithfully

transmit what was originally written.

And here, the evidence for the Bible is not merely adequate. Itis
stupendous. So far beyond the evidence available for any other

ancient text that the comparison is almost embarrassing.

Peter himself saw this coming. He wrote:

“Always be ready to give a logical defence to anyone who asks you
to account for the hope that is in you, but do it courteously and

respectfully.” — 1 Peter 3:15

We are not asked to demand that people accept our claims on
blind faith. We are invited to give reasons, and in the case of the

Bible’s reliability, those reasons are formidable.

The Old Testament: Copied by Hands That
Trembled

To understand why we can trust the Old Testament text, you
need to meet the people who preserved it. Because their
dedication to accuracy makes modern quality control look like

ajoke.

During the Talmudic period, a period broadly defined by the
transition from oral tradition to written law following the
destruction of the Second Temple in AD 70 (roughly AD 70 to
500), an elaborate system for copying the sacred scrolls was
developed. Here’s a partial list of the rules. And honestly, just
reading these should make you sit up a bit straighter.
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Every parchment had to be made from the skin of a

ceremonially clean animal, prepared by a Jewish scribe only.

The ink had to be black. Prepared according to a specific recipe.

No other colour permitted.

The scribe was required to have an authenticated copy in front
of him at all times. Not one word, not ONE, could be written

from memory.
He had to read each word aloud before writing it.

Before writing the name of God, he was required to wash his

entire body.

If he made a single mistake on a sheet, the sheet was

condemned.

If three mistakes were found on any page, the entire

manuscript was destroyed.

Every word was counted. Every letter was counted. If a single
letter was omitted, or an extra letter inserted, or two letters
touched each other, the manuscript was condemned and

destroyed immediately.
Gone.

The old rabbis gave each young scribe a solemn warning as he
took up his pen: “Take heed how you do your work, for your
work is the work of heaven; lest you drop or add a letter of a

manuscript and so become a destroyer of the world.”

This was not professional pride. These men understood they
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were handling something sacred beyond measure. And they

treated it accordingly.

The period following the Talmudists, roughly AD 500 to 900,
saw the work of the Massoretes, whose very name means
“tradition.” They inherited the Talmudic reverence for the text

and took it even further.

Sir Frederic Kenyon, who served as director and principal
librarian of the British Museum and was among the leading
authorities on ancient manuscripts of his generation, described

their work:

“The Massoretes numbered the verses, words, and letters of every
book. They calculated the middle word and the middle letter of
each. They enumerated verses which contained all the letters of the
alphabet, or a certain number of them. These trivialities, as we
may rightly consider them, had yet the effect of securing minute
attention to the precise transmission of the text; and they are but an
excessive manifestation of a respect for the sacred Scriptures which
in itself deserves nothing but praise. The Massoretes were indeed
anxious that not one jot or tittle, not one smallest letter nor one
tiny part of the letter of the Law should pass away or be lost.” — Sir

Frederic Kenyon

Let that settle.

They counted every letter. They calculated the middle word of
every book. They cross-referenced everything against
everything. If your accountant worked with this kind of

precision, you would never worry about your taxes again.
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With scribes of this calibre caring for the text across more than
a millennium, the question is not whether the copying was
accurate. The question is whether we have any independent

way of verifying it.

And in 1947, in a cave above the Dead Sea, that verification
landed.

The Caves of Qumran: 1947
This story is almost too extraordinary to be believed.

A young Bedouin shepherd, searching for a lost goat in the
rocky hills above the Dead Sea, threw a stone into a cave and
heard the unexpected sound of pottery breaking. Inside, he
found a collection of ancient ceramic jars. Inside the jars were

scrolls.

A lost goat. A thrown stone. And the most significant

archaeological discovery in Old Testament history!

The Dead Sea Scrolls, as they became known, comprise around
forty thousand inscribed fragments from which scholars have
reconstructed more than five hundred manuscripts. They date
from as far back as 125 BC. Every book of the Old Testament is
represented among them, with a single exception, the book of
Esther. Among them was a complete manuscript of the book of
Isaiah, dating to around 125 BC. More than a thousand years
older than the oldest complete Hebrew manuscript scholars

had previously possessed.
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For years, critics had suggested that the long gap between the
original writing of the Old Testament and the earliest
manuscripts we possessed left too much room for corruption.
Too much time. Too many hands. Too many opportunities for

Chinese whispers and for the text to drift.
And then suddenly, there it was. A way to check.

The Isaiah scroll from Qumran, written over a century before
the birth of Christ, could be compared word for word with the
Massoretic text from AD 916. A gap of more than a thousand

years of copying.
The result?
The two texts were, in all essential respects, identical.

A thousand years of hand-copying, and the text held. The

scribes had done their work.

William F. Albright, widely regarded as one of the world’s
outstanding biblical archaeologists, called the discovery “the
most important ever made concerning the Old Testament

manuscripts.”

Sir Frederic Kenyon, after years of study, came to a conclusion

he recorded with evident satisfaction:

“It is reassuring at the end to find that the general result of
all these discoveries is our conviction that we have in our

hands, in substantial integrity, the veritable word of God.”
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Friend, what we read in our Old Testaments today is, with

extraordinary fidelity, what was originally written.

The scribes did their work well. Across millennia, letter by

letter, word by word. Trembling hand after trembling hand.
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THE NEW TESTAMENT: AN
EMBARRASSMENT OF RICHES

f the Old Testament manuscript tradition is impressive,

the New Testament is in a different stratosphere.

The sheer volume of manuscript evidence available to
New Testament scholars is so far in excess of any other ancient
document that the comparison requires something close to an

apology on behalf of classical literature.
Here’s what we’re looking at:

Greek manuscripts: over 5,300 known copies.
Latin Vulgate copies: over 10,000.

Other early versions — Syriac, Coptic, Armenian and others:
over 9,300.

Total: more than 24,000 manuscript copies or fragments.

The nearest competitor! Homer’s Iliad, with 643 surviving
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manuscripts. And the first complete preserved text of Homer

dates from the thirteenth century AD.
24,000 for the Bible versus Homer’s 643.

To put this in perspective, scholars consider the texts of
Sophocles, Thucydides, Cicero, and Virgil to be reliably
established. Nobody in a university literature department
loses sleep over whether we have the real Virgil. Yet the
manuscripts on which those conclusions rest are counted in
the dozens, not the thousands. And the earliest copies often
date to more than a thousand years after the original

writing.

For the New Testament, the oldest fragments date to within

decades of the original documents.

But the manuscript count is only part of the story. Here’s where

it gets properly extraordinary.

The early church fathers, Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, and
many who followed them, wrote letters and treatises in the
first two centuries after Christ in which they quoted the New
Testament so extensively that scholars have noted a
remarkable fact. Even if every single New Testament
manuscript in existence were destroyed tomorrow, the New
Testament could be almost entirely reconstructed from the

quotations in their writings alone.

No other book on earth can compare. Proof for the Bible and
the trustworthy nature of what we find in there is

uncontestable.
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Sir David Dalrymple set out to test this claim. Working from

the writings of the second and third century church fathers, he
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searched for New Testament quotations. After exhaustive

research, he reported his conclusion.

He had found the entire New Testament text, “except eleven

verses.”

This is the document whose reliability is in question? This is
what sceptics suggest has been hopelessly corrupted over the
centuries? Only the wilfully ignorant could honestly maintain

that position with a straight face.

The New Testament scholar Stephen Neill, after long study,

concluded:

“We have a far better and more reliable text of the New Testament
than of any other ancient work whatever, and the measure of
uncertainty is really rather small. Anyone who reads the New
Testament in any one of half a dozen recent Greek editions can feel
confident that, though there may be uncertainties in detail, in
almost everything of importance he is close indeed to the text of the
New Testament books as they were originally written.” — Stephen

Neill

Were the Gospels Written by Eyewitnesses?

So the manuscript evidence establishes that what we read
today is what was written. Good. But it doesn’t, by itself, tell us

whether what was written was true.

For that, we need to ask a different question. Who wrote it?
When? And on what basis?
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The dating of the New Testament documents is itself a
significant piece of evidence. Conservative scholars place the
original writing of all twenty-seven books between roughly AD
48 and AD 100. All within the lifetime of people who had
personally known Jesus, or within the living memory of those
who had.

William F. Albright, who was not known for conservative bias,
stated plainly: “There is no longer any solid basis for dating any
book of the New Testament after circa AD 80, two full
generations before the date between 130 and 150 given by the

more radical New Testament critics today.”

One way of detecting early dating in ancient documents is to

look for what they DON’T mention.

The New Testament letters and gospels contain no reference to
Nero’s persecution of Christians after AD 64. No reference to
the destruction of Jerusalem and its temple in AD 70, one of the
most catastrophic events in Jewish history. No mention of the

Jewish revolt against Rome in AD 66.

These were world-changing events. Any document written
after them would almost certainly have mentioned them. Their
absence strongly suggests the documents were written before

they happened.

That’s like finding a New York history with no mention of
September 11th. You’d know immediately it was printed before
2001.
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The authors of the New Testament were, in the language of
Luke’s careful introduction to his gospel, “eyewitnesses and

ministers of the word.”

Luke himself explicitly claims to have investigated everything
carefully from the beginning (Luke 1:1-4). He interrogated those
who were actually there with Jesus and saw events with their

own eyes.

John states in his first letter: “that which we have seen and
heard we declare to you” (1 John 1:3), and later: “This is the
disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things;

and we know that his testimony is true” (John 21:24).

Peter writes: “We did not follow cunningly devised fables when
we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus

Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his majesty” (2 Peter 1:16).

Not myths or legends polished over centuries. These are not

fanciful stories that grew in the telling.

Eyewitness testimony. Written down while the witnesses were
still alive. Published in a world where hostile witnesses, people
who had been present at the same events and would have been

only too glad to expose fabrication, were alive and listening.

At one point, Paul, defending himself before King Agrippa,
makes precisely this point: “I am convinced that none of these
things escapes his attention, since this thing was not done in a
corner” (Acts 26:26).

You do not say that to someone who could check if you're

making things up. You just don’t.
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What People Who Had No Reason to Agree Said

Further compelling evidence comes from sources who were not
Christians, had no interest in promoting Christianity, and in

some cases were actively hostile to it.

These are not friendly witnesses. These are people who would

rather the whole thing hadn’t happened.

Pliny the Younger, Roman governor of Bithynia, writing to the
Emperor Trajan around AD 112, described the Christians in his
province with the exasperated tone of an administrator dealing
with a peculiar and persistent problem. He describes what
Christians actually believed and practised: they met on a fixed
day before daylight, they sang hymns to Christ “as a god,” they
bound themselves by an oath to commit no crimes, and they

ate together.

Every detail is consistent with the New Testament account.
Pliny had no reason to fabricate any of it. He was writing a
private administrative report to the emperor. Basically filing his

paperwork.

Tacitus, one of Rome’s most respected historians, writing
around the same time about the great fire of Rome under Nero,
records that Nero attempted to divert blame onto a group
“hated for their abominations, called Christians by the
populace.” He then explains the name: “Christus, from whom

the name had its origin, suffered the extreme penalty during
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the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of our procurators,

Pontius Pilate.”

Tacitus was not a Christian. He clearly disliked Christians. And
he confirms, as a matter of plain historical record, that Jesus
was executed under Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberius.

Not as theology but as fact.

Josephus, the Jewish historian, writing his Antiquities of the
Jews in the AD 90s, speaks of “James, the brother of Jesus who
was called Christ” as a straightforward historical identification.
He also contains a more extended reference to Jesus, long
debated but widely considered to contain an authentic
historical core, describing him as “a wise man” who “won over

many Jews and many of the Greeks.”

A first-century Jewish historian, writing for a Roman audience,
treating Jesus as an ordinary historical figure. Not a myth or

legend. A man who lived and died in a specific time and place.

None of these men set out to confirm the New Testament. They
were not writing theology. They were writing history and
administration. And what they wrote, incidentally and without
intention, corroborates the historical framework of the New

Testament at point after point after point.
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WHO DECIDED WHAT WENT IN?

o we can be assured that the words on the page that
we read today are faithful to the words that were

actually penned.
The critics and sceptics then take another tack.

The myth goes like this. A group of powerful church officials sat
in a room in the fourth century and decided, for political
reasons, which books would be included in the Bible and which
would be suppressed. Dan Brown wrote a bestseller that

basically ran on this idea. Half the internet still believes it.
Itis a significant misrepresentation of what actually happened.

The key distinction, made clearly by the church historian F.F.
Bruce, is this. The councils did not DECIDE which books were
authoritative. They RECOGNISED and RECORDED which
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books were already in universal use and considered

authoritative by the church.
There’s a massive difference.

As the biblical scholars Norman Geisler and William Nix put it:
“Canonicity is determined or fixed authoritatively by God; it is

merely discovered by man.”
God decided. Man noticed.

By the time any formal council met to discuss the canon, the
vast majority of the New Testament books had been in
continuous use in churches everywhere for two to three
centuries. Paul’s letters were written in the AD 50s and 60s.
Peter, writing before his death, refers to Paul’s letters as
“scripture” (2 Peter 3:16). This is within the New Testament
itself. Decades before any council. The early church writers
Clement (writing around AD 96), Ignatius (around AD 108),
and Polycarp (around AD 110) quote extensively from what we
now call the New Testament, treating these texts as
authoritative documents from the very beginning of their

circulation.

The books that faced scrutiny before acceptance were
scrutinised precisely because the church took the matter so

seriously. The tests applied were rigorous.

Was the book apostolic, meaning written by an apostle, or by

someone in close relationship with an apostle?

Did it carry the marks of supernatural inspiration?
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Did it have life-changing power?
Had it been received and used widely across the church?

Books that failed these tests were excluded not by political

manoeuvre but by genuine theological discernment.

E.F. Bruce states the conclusion plainly: “When the last church
council, the Synod of Hippo in AD 393, listed the twenty-seven
books of the New Testament, it did not confer upon them any
authority which they did not already possess, but simply

recorded their previously established canonicity.”

They didn’t make the books authoritative. They wrote down

what everyone already knew.

Jesus Himself: The Most Compelling Witness
of All

For me, there is one more compelling piece of evidence, the
most compelling of all. Not because it’s the most scholarly, but

because it’s the most personal.

Jesus of Nazareth treated the scriptures as the authoritative
Word of God.

Absolutely. Consistently. Without exception.

He quotes from four of the five books of Moses, from the
Psalms, from Isaiah, from Malachi, from Zechariah. Always
with the formula “it is written”, which among His
contemporaries unambiguously indicated a divinely inspired,

sacred text.
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In the Sermon on the Mount, He says:

“I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means
disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.” —

Matthew 5:18

He tells His opponents: “the scripture cannot be broken” (John
10:35).

He says of His own words: “Heaven and earth will pass away,

but my words will never pass away” (Matthew 24:35).

Paul, in his letter to the Galatians, bases an entire theological
argument on the form of a single word in the Old Testament.
The difference between “seeds” (plural) and “seed” (singular)
in Genesis 3:15 (Galatians 3:16). You do not build an argument

on a single letter of a text you think might be unreliable.

If you believe, as Christians do, that Jesus is the Son of God,
then His attitude towards scripture settles the question. He
treated it as the Word of God. He submitted to it. He staked His

entire identity and mission on it.

To reject the reliability of scripture is not simply an academic
position. It is, at root, a rejection of the testimony of Jesus
Himself. And we cannot, as C.S. Lewis once observed in a
different but related context, have it both ways. We cannot

accept Him and dismiss what He taught.
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The case has been made for the reliability of the Bible. Not
based on blind faith, but drawn from archaeology, manuscript
scholarship, historical corroboration, and the testimony of the

most reliable witness in history.
You can open your Bible with confidence.

But the story of the Bible’s extraordinary nature doesn’t end

with the reliability of its transmission.

In the next chapter we’re going to look at something even more

astonishing.

There are supernatural fingerprints embedded in the text itself.
Evidence that what we hold was composed not merely by
human hands, but guided by a Mind that stands outside of

time.
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SIGNED, SEALED, DELIVERED

n the last chapter we looked at the external evidence for
the Bible’s reliability. The extraordinary care with which
it was copied. The manuscript evidence that dwarfs
anything available for any other ancient document and the

corroboration of outside sources.

We established that what we read today is, with a confidence

no other ancient text can match, what was originally written.
Now I want to take you somewhere different.
Inside the text itself.

The Bible describes itself as “God-breathed.” The word in 2
Timothy 3:16 is theopneustos. Literally, breathed out by God.

The Bible is a book of priceless treasure. And the treasure does

not diminish with digging. It deepens.



60 DAVID LEE MARTIN

The Address That Points to One Person

Perhaps of all the proofs of the Bible’s supernatural origin,
tulfilled prophecy is the most extensive and the most carefully
verifiable. And the most extraordinary concentration of fulfilled

prophecy concerns a single individual.
Jesus of Nazareth.
Scholars refer to this as Messianic prophecy.

Here’s a way of understanding how this strain of prophecy

works as identification. Think of your postal address.

Your country narrows the field from eight billion people to

perhaps sixty or eighty million. Your county narrows it further.
Your town further still.

Your street. Your house number.

Your name.

Each piece of information progressively excludes everyone else

on the planet until only one person is identified.

Just six or seven pieces of information single you out from

every other human being alive.

The Old Testament prophets did exactly this for the coming
Messiah. Across a period of four thousand years, through the
writings of more than thirty different people. They were
writing an address. A description so specific that it could point

to only one person in history.
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And not just a handful of details. Over three hundred Old
Testament prophecies were fulfilled in the first coming of

Jesus.
Three hundred!

Before we look at some specific examples, it’'s worth
establishing what makes a prophecy genuinely impressive.
Biblical scholars identify four tests that a valid predictive

prophecy must pass:

It must have been written before the event it predicts.

It must be specific enough that accidental or
coincidental fulfilment is ruled out.

e Those who uttered it should have had no partin its
tulfilment.

e And the fulfilment must correspond exactly with the

prediction in all particulars.

Bible prophecy passes all four tests, repeatedly and precisely.

For your enjoyment, here are just a handful of the hundreds of
signposts scattered through the Scriptures, together with their
fulfilment.

Born of a virgin — Isaiah 7:14 / Matthew 1:18-23.
Born in Bethlehem — Micah 5:2 / Matthew 2:1-8.
Miraculous ministry — Isaiah 35 / The Gospels.

Sold for thirty pieces of silver — Zechariah 11:13 / Matthew 27:3-
4.
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Hands and feet pierced — Psalm 22:16 / John 19:23-24.

Lots cast for his clothing — Psalm 22:18 /John 19:24.

Buried in a rich man’s grave — Isaiah 53:9 / Matthew 27:57-60.
Body did not see corruption — Psalm 16:10 / Acts 2:24-32.

Cut off after three and a half years of ministry — Daniel 9:26.

Buried for three days and nights — Jonah 1:17 / Matthew 12:39-
40.

Each of these was written centuries before Jesus was even born.

Several of them, and this is crucial, were entirely outside Jesus’
personal human control to arrange. He could not choose the
circumstances of His birth. Or its location. Or the fact that His
executioners would gamble for His clothing. Or that a rich man

would offer his tomb.

These are not the fulfilments of someone carefully stage-
managing a self-fulfilling prophecy. They are historical events,
verified by non-Christian sources, matching in precise detail
what the prophets said hundreds of years before they
happened.

Beyond this, the Scriptures declare the end from the beginning

in other ways too, foretelling history in detail.

Here's just one example...
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Cyrus: Named 160 Years Before He Was Born

© 7 orRus Csa9ac )

One prophecy in particular offers a clear demonstration of the
supernatural knowledge of the biblical prophets. And frankly,

it’s the one that makes sceptics go very quiet.

Around 700 BC, the prophet Isaiah was writing in Jerusalem.
The city was fully built. The temple, the centre of Jewish
worship, was standing in its entirety. There was no reason to

think any of this would change.

And yet Isaiah wrote these words:

“Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer... who says of Cyrus, ‘He is My
shepherd, and he shall perform all My pleasure, saying to
Jerusalem, “You shall be built”, and to the temple, “Your

foundation shall be laid.”’” — Isaiah 44:24,28
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Isaiah names a king called Cyrus. A specific name, not a title.
And says that this Cyrus will give a decree for Jerusalem to be

rebuilt and for the temple’s foundations to be laid.

At the time of writing, Jerusalem was standing. The temple was
intact. The very idea that they would need to be rebuilt was not

even conceivable.
Now follow the history.

More than a century after Isaiah wrote those words, in 586 BC,
the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem and
its temple, carrying the Jewish population into captivity.
Jerusalem lay in ruins. The prophecy about someone called
Cyrus rebuilding it was apparently pointing to a future nobody

could have imagined when it was written.

Then, in 539 BC, approximately 160 years after Isaiah wrote his
prophecy, the Persian empire conquered Babylon. The new king
of Persia, a king whose name was Cyrus, issued a famous

decree recorded in the book of Ezra.

That the Jewish people should return to Jerusalem and rebuild

the temple.

Isaiah had named him 160 years before his birth. His name, his
deeds, and the specific detail about the temple foundation. All
of it on record, inscribed in the prophetic text, waiting for

history to catch up.

Attempts by liberal theologians have been made to explain this
away by suggesting that Isaiah was actually written in two

parts by two different authors, the second of whom wrote after
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the Cyrus decree rather than before it. This hypothesis, known
as the “Deutero-Isaiah” theory, is driven entirely by the prior
assumption that predictive prophecy cannot happen, not by

unbiased scholarship.

And that’s the thing, isn’t it? If you begin from the premise that
nobody can know the future, then of course you must find
another explanation. But if you approach the text plainly, what

you find is exactly what it claims to be.

A man of God, moved by the Spirit, knowing what only God

could know.

Jesus, it is worth noting, quotes from both the first and second
halves of Isaiah, attributing them both to the same prophet
(Luke 4:17-21; Matthew 12:17-21). The man who demonstrated
His own knowledge of the future in some of the most precise
prophecies in the entire New Testament had no doubt about

who wrote Isaiah.

To dig deeper, you may also want to look at the epic prophecies
of Daniel. He foretold all of the great empires that followed on
from Babylon. The Medo-Persian, the Greek and the Roman
were all described and shown in vivid prophetic detail long
before they were established here on planet Earth. Daniel's
visions and dreams are quite a remarkable study to embark on

when you get the opportunity to do so.
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What These Things Mean

I want to be careful here. I don't want this chapter to become a
catalogue of extraordinary facts that impress the intellect

without touching the heart.

The purpose of these proofs is not about winning arguments.
It’s certainly not about scoring points against sceptics or

having the cleverest comeback at the dinner table.

It is to produce in us the quality of approach to scripture that it

deserves.

When we understand that this Book was not written by men
alone, that the Author who inspired it stands outside time and
knows the end from the beginning, we'll approach them with
awe. He embedded in its pages proofs of His identity that could
only be read once history had validated them.

God Himself said it through the prophet Isaiah:
“I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is none like
Me, declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times
things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I
will do all My pleasure.”” — Isaiah 46:9-10

This is the God who wrote the Book.

Not some distant, impersonal force, or a dusty scribe full of

religious zealotry.
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He is a God who knows the end from the beginning, and who
signs His work. He's the kind of Person who names a king a
century and a half before his birth and who tells the story of His
Son’s death and resurrection through thirty different writers

across four thousand years.
And then brings it all to pass, exactly as promised.

This is the God who invites you, now, to open His Book.
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INFORMED OR TRANSFORMED?

've spent a lot of time talking about the trustworthiness
of the Bible. But why should you dedicate time to
study it?

That may sound like a silly question.

Obviously, we study it because it is God’s Word. Because we’re
Christians and Christians are supposed to know their
scriptures. Because my pastor told me to. Because my small
group is doing it. Because I have always meant to and this is the

year [ actually will.
Right?
None of these reasons are wrong, but none is quite right either.

Because every single one of them frames Bible study as
something we do for reasons that are essentially about us.

Religious performance, Christian duty, a sincere and
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desperate need to be the kind of Christian we think we
should be.

But when it stays at that level, Bible study becomes just
another item on the guilt list. Somewhere between flossing and

finally sorting out the garage.

There’s a better answer. And Paul gives it to his young
apprentice Timothy in one of the most quietly radical verses in

all of his letters:

“The purpose of the commandment is love from a pure heart, from
a good conscience, and from sincere faith.” — 1 Timothy 1:5
(Amplified)

Catch that and chew hard.

The purpose of the commandment. That is, the purpose of every
instruction God gives, every doctrine He teaches, every truth
He imparts. The whole apparatus of Christian teaching has one

destination.
Love.

Love from a pure heart. Love from a good conscience. Love from

sincere, unfeigned faith.

We study the Bible because God’s Word, received into an
honest heart and acted upon, changes us into people who love
better. People who love God more genuinely and love other

people more practically.

Transformation is the whole point.
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Paul understood a danger that is as alive in the church today
as it was in the first century. And he was not shy about

naming it.

Writing to the Corinthians, he says:
“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” — 1 Corinthians 8:1

Knowledge in the abstract, without the transforming work of
the Spirit, produces pride. It produces people who are very
confident in their theological positions and very difficult to be
around. We’ve all met them. You probably have a few in your
church right now. I think there've actually been times when I

have been that person.

Paul sounds the same warning in his second letter to Timothy,

and itis a description of breathtaking sadness:

“Having a form of godliness but denying its power... always
learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.” —

2 Timothy 3:5,7

“Always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of

the truth.”
That phrase should wake us up.

These people were not “never learning.” They were learning
constantly. Diligently. Industriously. The problem was not the
learning. The problem was that the learning was going

somewhere that was not utterly and forever life-changing.
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Truth was landing in the filing cabinets of doctrinal
knowledge. It was producing the pleasant self-satisfaction of
being well-read or the ability to have interesting conversations

about theology over coffee.

But it never led where it was always meant to go. Deep into the
inner caverns of the heart, where it produces the fruit of a

transformed life!

James, the brother of Jesus, gives us the same warning from a

different angle:

“Be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a
man observing his natural face in a mirror; for he observes himself,
goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.” —

James 1:22-24

We come to the Word. We see something, both who we are
without a mask, and the wonder of our true identity in Christ.
And then we walk away and forget. We saw it, but nothing
changed. Because revelation without application is just

religious tourism.

James is not describing uncommitted fringe Christians here. He
is describing a very common, very respectable form of religious
activity. Regular engagement with scripture that produces,
over time, no measurable difference in the person engaging

with it.

The problem is not the Bible.
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The problem is the posture of the reader.

What Transformation Actually Looks Like

So what does it look like when the Word is actually doing what
it was sent to do? When it stops being wallpaper and starts

being dynamite?

Paul gives a clear single-verse description of what you can

expect:

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and

acceptable and perfect will of God.” — Romans 12:2
Thereitis.

Transformed.

The Greek word is metamorphoo — the same word from which
we get “metamorphosis.” It is the word for what happens when
a caterpillar becomes a butterfly. We're not talking about a

minor adjustment here.

God’s word is not here to give you a new lick of religious paint.
He’s here for a radical, unequivocal transformation from the

person you once were into a brand new creation.
And the mechanism? The renewing of your mind.

As the mind is renewed by the Word of God, the life that flows

from that word causes a revolution.
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He says something similar, perhaps more beautifully, in his

second letter to the Corinthians:

“We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to

glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.” — 2 Corinthians 3:18

Notice the progressive quality of this. It is a lifelong process of

vital engagement with God as He is revealed in His Word.

Each genuine encounter with scripture leaves you a little more
like the One the scripture reveals. Each season of prayerful
study moves you another degree in the direction of God’s

image.
From glory to glory to glory.

Romans 8:29 describes being “conformed to the image of His

»

Son.” That’s the destination. Not doctrinal expertise or a

certificate in advanced theology. The image of Jesus.

His patience. His compassion. His courage. His willingness to

give everything. His unshakeable trust in the Father.

The Word of God, received and acted upon across a lifetime,

produces more of Jesus’ likeness with every passing day.

Derek Prince, one of the most careful Bible teachers of the
twentieth century, expressed the relationship between the

Word and the believer with characteristic precision:

“Your attitude toward God’s Word is your attitude toward God



74 DAVID LEE MARTIN

Himself. You do not love God more than you love His Word. You do
not obey God more than you obey His Word. You do not honour
God more than you honour His Word. You do not have more room
in your heart and life for God than you have for His Word.” —

Derek Prince, Foundations for Christian Living

That quote is not comfortable reading, and it is not meant to
be. But it is honest, and it cuts straight to the heart of the
matter. If we want to know how much we actually love God,
really love Him, not just sing about loving Him on a Sunday, we
can look at how much time and genuine attention we give to
His Word.

The two are inseparable.

And the reverse is equally true. If we give ourselves to the Word
with sincerity and expectation, we will find that we are, almost
without noticing it, loving God more. Because the Word and

God are one.
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THE GOAL: TO KNOW HIM,
NOT JUST KNOW ABOUT HIM

et's wrap this up. Doctrine, important as it is, is in

the service of something even more fundamental.

Paul, in one of the most personally revealing
moments in all his letters, puts it with the nakedness of
someone who has stopped caring about sounding impressive.

He stated his driving purpose in life:

“[For my determined purpose is] that I may know Him [that I
may progressively become more deeply and intimately
acquainted with Him, perceiving and recognizing and
understanding the wonders of His Person more strongly and
more clearly], and that I may in that same way come to know
the power outflowing from His resurrection [which it exerts
over believers], and that I may so share His sufferings as to be
continually transformed [in spirit into His likeness even] to

His death, [in the hope]” (Philippians 3:10 AMP)
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“That I may know Him.”

I urge you to go read that whole chapter in your own Bible. It

beats with a heart that I'm sure reflects your own.

And remember, this is PAUL writing. Paul, who had been on the
Damascus road. Paul, who had been caught up to the third
heaven and heard inexpressible things. Paul, who had written
more of the New Testament than anyone else, planted churches
across the known world, performed extraordinary miracles in

the name of Jesus.
He was, in modern vernacular, "the man."

And his deepest longing, expressed with all that history behind

him, remained simple and humble: that I may know Him.

Bible study, at its deepest and best, is not an academic exercise.
Itis a relational one. We open the Word to meet the Author. We
bring our questions not to fill our notebooks but to hear His
voice. We receive the truths He shows us not to improve our

theology but to deepen our love for Him.

And this, friend, is why the Holy Spirit is so central. And why
the next chapter is, in many ways, the most important one in
this book.

We do not have to rely on our own intelligence, effort or
discipline to unlock what is hidden in the Bible. We have been

given a Guide.

Let’s meet our Teacher.
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WE HAVE A TEACHER

o we’ve got the Curriculum, now we need a Teacher.
Thankfully, God sorted that too.

When you open the Bible, you don’t fly solo. You're not left to
decode an ancient document using whatever natural aptitude
you happen to possess. You don't have to guess at the
meanings behind difficult passages. You’re not like a tourist in
a foreign country who has lost their phrasebook muddling

their way through, hoping they'll arrive at their destination.
That is not the situation at all.
You have a Teacher and a Guide!

He is the greatest Teacher who has ever existed. He is
personally and actively interested in helping you understand
what you are reading. Plus He has a qualification that no other

Bible teacher in history has ever been able to claim.
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He wrote the Book.

His name is Holy Spirit. And everything about how you
approach Bible study changes when you understand who He is

and what He is willing to do for anyone who asks.
Here’s what blows my mind about this.

The Bible was not written by God and then handed to
humanity as a static document for us to figure out as best we
can. The Author remained. He’s present. Not metaphorically,
but actually and personally present whenever His Word is

opened by someone who wants to understand it.
Do you grasp how extraordinary that is?

We have access, in our daily reading of scripture, to the same
Spirit who breathed upon holy men and caused them to write
what they wrote. The same Spirit who spoke through Isaiah
and Jeremiah and Ezekiel, who inspired the Psalms, who
guided Paul’s pen as he sat in a Roman prison writing to the

Philippians.
And He wants to open the Book that He wrote to you.

We have a tendency to take this entirely for granted. Like
someone who lives next to the Grand Canyon and has stopped
looking at it. The most extraordinary gift in the Christian life,

and we just... carry on as if we are on our own.

Jesus promised on the night of His arrest, when everything was
about to be torn apart and His disciples were frightened and

confused:
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“When He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all
truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come. He will
glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.
All things that the Father has are Mine. Therefore I said that He
will take of Mine and declare it to you.” — John 16:13-15

The Holy Ghost will guide you. That's the promise.

Not inform you from a distance. Not mechanically deposit a set
of correct interpretations into your mind. Guide. It suggests
accompaniment, a companion walking alongside, pointing out
the path, adjusting your direction when you drift, drawing

attention to things you would have otherwise walked past.
That is the Holy Spirit as Bible teacher.

He is a Guide — your Guide. A companion in the Word. A friend

who knows every room of the house because He built it.

What He Actually Does

I have spent a great deal of time in the Word over the years, and
there is a quality to the moments when the Holy Spirit is
teaching that is quite distinct from the moments when I am
simply reading. Both have value, but Bible study under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit cannot even begin to be compared

to regular study.
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It’s the difference between a walk in unfamiliar countryside
and the same walk with someone who knows every stone and

stream and has something particular to show you at every turn.

Sometimes it is a verse that suddenly seems to step out of the
page with a force it did not have the last twenty times you read
it. Sometimes it is a connection, a passage you are reading that
suddenly calls to mind something from a completely different
part of scripture, and the two passages together say something

that neither of them says alone.

Sometimes it is a question that arrives in your thinking as you
read, and the answer to it springs like a life-giving fountain

from the very next paragraph.

Sometimes it is simply the quiet, settled certainty that what
you just read is for you, right now, in the precise situation you

are living through.

None of this is magic or mysticism. It is the ordinary, everyday
ministry of the Spirit of God in the life of a believer who has
decided to take the Word seriously.

He speaks quietly. Gently. Without drama.

As you sit at your desk, or in your armchair, or on a park bench
with your Bible open on your knee, He is there beside you,
saying things like, “Look that word up and find out what it
really means.” Or, “Remember that passage we looked at last
month? Here is the connection you were missing.” Or simply,

“Stay with this. There is more here that you haven’t seen yet.”
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Study times, approached this way, become something entirely
different from dry religious duty. They become an experience of

a deepening relationship.

Which is, of course, exactly what they were always meant to be.

Illumination: The Forgotten Doctrine

Christian theology has a name for this work of the Spirit in our
reading of scripture. It is called illumination. It’s one of three
terms that together describe the complete process by which the

Word came to us and now reaches us.

Revelation is the impartation of divine truth. God making
known to humanity what could not be discovered by human

reason alone.

Inspiration is the recording of that truth. The Holy Spirit
moving upon human writers so that what they wrote was, in

every word, exactly what God wanted written.

Hlumination is the ongoing work of the Spirit by which He
enables us, now, to receive and understand what was revealed

and inspired.
Three stages. Revelation. Inspiration. Illumination.

And without that third one, the first two are of limited use to
us. The truth was revealed. It was perfectly and supernaturally

recorded. But we can still fail to grasp it.

Paul makes this point with some force to the Corinthians:
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“We have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God, that we might know the things that have been freely
given to us by God. These things we also speak, not in words which
man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches... But the
natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are

spiritually discerned.” — 1 Corinthians 2:12-14

Spirit words and Spirit thoughts are spiritually discerned.

The things of God are not accessible to the unaided natural
mind, however brilliant that mind may claim to be. They
require a different faculty, the spiritual discernment that the

Holy Spirit Himself imparts.

This is not anti-intellectual. Paul himself was one of the most
formidable intellects of his age. It is simply honest about the
nature of divine truth. It comes from a dimension beyond the
natural, and it requires a guide from that same dimension to

unlock it.

You can have an IQ of 180 and still miss the point of John 3:16 if
the Spirit is not illuminating it for you. Equally, you can have
left school at fifteen with zero qualifications and have the
depths of Romans opened to you like a treasure chest because

you came hungry and the Teacher showed up.

The great EW Kenyon expressed it this way:

“God, in His desire for man to know Him, has formulated His inner

thoughts and purposes into words which man can see with his sense
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of sight and hear read or expounded with his sense of hearing. The
Bible is God’s revelation to man, and because we have no other
channel through which we can know God or contact Him, we turn
to that revelation to find out what He has told us of His reason for
creating man.” — EW Kenyon, The Bible in the Light of our

Redemption

The Spirit who inspired the writing is the same Spirit who

illuminates the reading.

This is why it matters so profoundly that we never approach
the Bible as merely an intellectual exercise. We are not reading

a dead document. We are engaging with a living Author.

The Posture That Opens the Door

Understanding that we have such a Teacher is one thing.

Learning to actually work with Him is another.

Because illumination is not automatic. It is not guaranteed
simply because we have opened the Book. The Spirit is always
present, willing and ready. But there are postures of heart that

open us to His teaching, and postures that close us to it.

Proverbs 3:5 pictures it well:

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your

own understanding”

The image of leaning into speaks to me, and perfectly describes

the attitude with which I approach my times in the Scriptures.
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I'm resting my weight on the Holy Ghost, not my own ability.
Reaching my neck and ear to the Spirit, expecting Him to speak

and open things up for me.

Three qualities, in particular, seem to characterise the kind of

learner the Spirit most readily teaches.
The first is childlike expectancy.

Children have not yet learned to be embarrassed by not
knowing something. They ask their questions without self-
consciousness. They receive answers without the filter of “I
already knew that” They are genuinely delighted when

something they did not understand suddenly makes sense.

This is exactly the quality Jesus had in mind when He told His
disciples that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who
receive it as a little child (Mark 10:15).

One of the most insidious dangers in long Christian experience
is what I would call the ossification of familiarity. The hardening
of once-living truths into doctrinal furniture that we walk past

every day without noticing.

Scriptures that once set our hearts on fire become merely
“known.” We stop expecting to find anything new in them. And
when that happens, and here’s the tragic bit, very often we do
stop finding anything new in them. Not because there is
nothing new there. But because we have stopped looking with

the eyes of someone who is still expecting to be delighted.

The remedy is deliberate.
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It means coming to familiar passages and saying honestly to
the Spirit: “I know I have read this before. Show me what I've

not yet seen.”

It means resisting the temptation to read quickly through
passages you “already know” and slowing down instead.
Giving the Author the opportunity to say something you were

not expecting. Because He will if we let Him.
The second quality is reverence.

The prophet Isaiah records a striking declaration from God:

“But on this one will I look: on him who is poor and of a contrite

spirit, and who trembles at My word.” — Isaiah 66:2

“Who trembles at My word.”

That is an arresting phrase. Not someone who treats the Word
casually. Not someone who reads it with the detached interest

of a tired touristin a museum.

Someone who approaches it with the awareness that they are
in the presence of something holy. That these words come from
a dimension infinitely beyond them. That the One who spoke
them is the Creator of everything that exists, and that what He
has to say deserves a quality of attention beyond anything we

would give to any other document.

Eugene Peterson’s paraphrase of Proverbs 1:7 in The Message

renders the familiar “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of
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wisdom” this way: “Start with God — the first step in learning
is bowing down to God; only fools thumb their noses at such

wisdom and learning.”
Bowing down.

Not literally, necessarily, though there is nothing wrong with
that, but in the posture of the heart. The acknowledgement
that we come as simple-minded students to a Teacher who

knows infinitely more than we do.

Your first move is always humility, not expertise.

The third quality is diligence.

Hebrews 11:6 tells us that God rewards the diligent seeker.
“He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.”

The word “diligently” matters. Not the occasional seeker who
checks in on the Bible when life gets difficult and retreats when
it improves. The one who keeps showing up. Keeps asking.
Keeps applying themselves. Even when the returns are not

immediately obvious, and the going is slow.
Especially then.

There is a passage in Isaiah that captures the rhythm of

genuine spiritual growth:

“Whom will He teach knowledge? And whom will He make to
understand the message? For precept must be upon precept, precept
upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, there a

little.” — Isaiah 28:9-10
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“Here a little, there a little.”

This is how it works. Not a single overwhelming download of
divine wisdom, after which you know everything and can
retire to a cloud with your harp in hand. A little at a time. Day
after day. Truth building on truth. Understanding growing
until you look back over the years and realise you have become
someone quite different from the person who first opened the
Book.

This is the work of a lifetime, and it requires the steady,
unglamorous faithfulness of someone who has decided that

showing up is more important than showing off.

Learning to Listen

The most practical shift you can make in your Bible study,
starting today, is this: Begin treating it as a conversation rather

than a monologue.

Most of us, if we are honest, read the Bible in a largely one-
directional way. We read. It informs us. We close it and go
about our day. We are processing a text rather than engaging

with a Person.

And while that is not worthless, even processed truth is better
than no truth, it is a long way from the experience of Bible

study the Holy Ghost has in mind for you.

So what if you tried something different? What if, instead, you

opened each session by actually speaking to the Teacher? Not a
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long, elaborate prayer. Just an honest acknowledgement of His

presence and an invitation for His help.

David’s prayer from Psalm 119 is one of the most useful in the

entire Bible:

“Open my eyes, that I may see wondrous things from Your law.” —

Psalm 119:18

That is the right spirit entirely.

Not “Help me get through my reading plan today.” Not “Give

me something useful for my sermon on Sunday.”
“Open my eyes.”

An acknowledgement that the capacity to see what is in here
does not come from you. It comes from Him. Notice it is not a
request about whether there are wondrous things. It is a
request to see them. You know they are already there. The

prayer is for eyes to see them.
Then read. And as you read, permit yourself to slow down.

This is not how most of us were taught to read. But it is how
the Spirit-led student reads. Stop when something strikes you,
however briefly, and ask: “What are You saying to me here?”
Stop when something confuses you and say honestly: “I don’t
understand this. Help me.” Stop when something moves you,
when a verse produces a response in your spirit, whether
gratitude or conviction or wonder or a kind of unaccountable

joy. Stay there. Lean in.
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Do not rush past the places where the Spirit is working.
Those moments are the whole point.
Be honest and teachable.

And write things down. When a verse lands. When a
connection becomes clear. When something feels like it came
from somewhere beyond the page. Write it down. We will look
at practical ways of doing this in the chapters that follow, but
for now, simply note this: the act of writing down what the
Spirit shows you is both an act of gratitude and a way of

holding it.

It slows down the reading in exactly the right places. And it

gives you a record that you can return to.

What Better Commentator Could There Be?

I want to share a thought that I find both humbling and
enormously freeing. It concerns commentaries, those scholarly
volumes that explain what passages of scripture mean, written
by people who have spent their lives studying the original

languages and the historical context.

Commentaries are valuable. I use them myself, and we will

look at them in detail when we consider tools for study.

But there is a discipline I want to commend to you very
strongly. And it is this: Before you reach for the commentary,

give the Teacher the first opportunity.

Then, if you want confirmation or additional context or the
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help of another human mind that has studied the text in depth,

open the commentary.
The reason for this order is simple.

If you open the commentary first, what it says tends to become
what you think the passage means. You have, in effect,
outsourced your illumination to a scholar whose own
understanding of the passage is necessarily partial. The scholar
has their own framework of interpretation. Their own

theological tradition, and their own biases and blind spots.

These are good and helpful human beings doing their best with
the text. Their best is often very good indeed, sometimes the

very key that will unlock a verse in fresh ways.
But they are not the Author.

The Author is available, and He is not waiting for you to be

sufficiently qualified before He explains Himself.

He is here for every hungry believer who opens the Book with

honest expectation.

“The anointing which you have received from Him abides in you,
and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same
anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not
a lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.” — 1

John 2:27

John is not saying here that human teachers are unnecessary.

He himself is writing a letter to teach people, which would be a
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strange thing to do if he thought teachers were pointless. He is

saying something subtler and more important.
The source of your authority as a learner is the Anointing.

The Holy Spirit who abides in you is the ultimate guarantee of
understanding. Teachers help. Commentaries help. Pastors and
sermons help. But none is your primary Teacher. And none of
them should be consulted before He has been given the

opportunity to speak.

Before You Open the Book

Let me give you a very simple, practical pattern for beginning
each session of Bible study. You can make it your own. But this
is, in essence, the approach that has served me well for many

years.

Begin by being still for a moment. Let your heart settle. Quiet
the noise. Become aware that you are entering a conversation
with someone who is already present and already attentive.
The Bible says that God’s eyes run to and fro throughout the
earth looking for hearts that are fully His (2 Chronicles 16:9). He

is looking for you. You do not have to find Him, just show up.

Speak a short, honest prayer. Something like Psalm 119:18:
“Open my eyes, that  may see wondrous things from Your law.”
Or Paul’s prayer from Ephesians 1:17: “Lord, give me the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of You; let the eyes
of my understanding be enlightened.” Or simply: “Holy Spirit,

teach me today.” The precise words matter less than the heart
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behind them. Don’t get religious, just honestly let Him know

you’re here, and that you’re ready to hear!

Open the Book with expectation. Not the expectation that if
you read enough, you will eventually stumble on something
useful. The expectation of someone who knows that the Author
is already in the room with something specific to say. Approach
whatever passage you are reading the way you would approach
a conversation with someone who has been thinking about you

and has something important to share.

Read slowly. The Bible is not a newspaper to be skimmed for
headlines. It’s a book of inexhaustible depth, and the depth is
accessed by slowness. Read carefully. Read aloud if that helps
(1l say more about the value of this later). Let the words land

before you move on.

Write down what stands out. Keep a notebook beside you.

When something arrests your attention, write it down.

Respond. Take every opportunity to pursue conversation and
dialogue with God over what you’re reading. Draw the juice out
of Him! Don’t let Holy Ghost off the hook and make sure
nothing has been held back. That kind of hunger makes Him

smile, I think.

In the coming chapters, I'll share some practical keys. Consider
it a toolbox that you can open up, pulling out the right tool, at
the right time, for the right job.

You’ll probably be surprised at how embarrassingly simple

these keys are, and perhaps relieved that you do not need a
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degree in theological rocket science to truly fall in love with the

Word of God.

The very first thing we are going to look at is the most

foundational habit in all of Bible study.

How to make the Word truly, personally, irreversibly your own.
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OPENING THE BOOK

e have laid foundations. We know what the
Bible is, why it can be trusted, whose
fingerprints are all over it, why we bother

studying it, and who walks with us when we do.
Now let’s open the toolbox.

These chapters are the practical heart of the book. Everything here
is immediately usable. You do not need to finish reading before

you start doing. Each key stands on its own. Pick one up today.
Before we get into the keys, though, I want to set the right
spirit.

Number one, they are called keys for a reason. A key opens a
door, and it’s only when you step through the door that you see

results.
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“Solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good

and evil.” — Hebrews 5:14

Catch the phrase. “By reason of USE.”

Not by reason of reading about Bible study. Not by reason of
knowing the theory. Not by reason of attending a cracking good

conference and buying the T-shirt.
By reason of USE.

Maturity in the Word comes from actually doing it. Imperfectly,
at first. With growing confidence as the practice becomes a

habit. Everything here is meant to be practised.

You grow as you go. Develop as you do. Some will land for you,
others not so. That’s fine. Pick up and run with what works and

park the ones that don’t.
There is no perfect system.

And one more thing before we dive in. This one might rattle

you if you grew up treating the Bible like a museum artefact.
The Bible, as a physical object, is not holy.

Itis a book made for USE. Pick it up. Write in it. Mark it. Wear it
out. The Word inside it is eternal and will never wear out. The
paper and ink? It’s a book, nothing more. A Bible kept pristine
on a shelf honours a perishing piece of paper instead of the God

who wrote it.
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I like the old adage, “dirty Bible, clean Christian,” and the idea
that if your Bible is falling apart, you are probably not!



PART II

TEN POWERFUL KEYS
THAT WILL HELP
YOU UNLOCK AND
UNDERSTAND THE BIBLE
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KEY ONE — MARK YOUR BIBLE

book Mark <o

Notes G
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ne of my favourite lessons at school was art and
design. Even now, I love to paint and draw, though
I rarely give myself time for it. But I have
discovered another colouring hobby. And it has, by a
considerable margin, produced more lasting fruit than

anything I ever put on a canvas.
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Here’s my advice for anyone who has a clean, pristine Bible

that feels too beautiful or too expensive to write in.

Put it on the mantelpiece, then go out and buy another Bible
that you can actually USE. Write in it. Underline it. Mark it any
way you choose. Because an unmarked Bible is, in a very real

sense, a Bible that has not yet been truly used.

Scribbling in your Bible is not sacrilege. Itis an act of engagement.
As simple as this sounds, the basics never change

Here’s the principle.

The Holy Spirit, as Jesus promised, can bring to remembrance
the things that have been placed there to remember. He cannot

retrieve what was never truly stored.

“But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father
will send in my name, he shall teach you all things, and bring
all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto

you.” (John 14:26 K]JV)

Marking your Bible is one of the most effective ways of storing

the Word in your mind and heart for future use.

One important thing. Do not underline everything in the same
colour. The whole point of marking is to create distinctions. It
makes certain things findable, creating a visual map of themes
across your Bible. If everything is the same colour, you have

created noise rather than signal. The distinctions you were
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trying to make? Swallowed up in a uniform sea of fluorescent

yellow.
Instead, choose particular colours for particular subjects.

As an example, your system might look like the list below,

though of course yours should be your own:

e Pink: promises of provision and blessing.

e Green: healing and health.

* Yellow: attributes and names of God.

e Orange: prayers throughout the Bible.

e Red underline: the blood of Jesus and covenant.

e Light blue underline: the Holy Spirit.

e Purple: “in Christ” realities — who I am and what I

have because of Him.

Working through the Bible with this kind of system does
something remarkable over time. Themes begin to emerge
across books and testaments. You find that what Paul says
about healing connects to what Isaiah said seven hundred
years earlier. You find that David’s prayers in the Psalms echo

Paul’s prayers in Ephesians.

The Bible begins to feel less like a library of separate books and
more like the single, unified, interconnected masterwork that it

actually is.
Truly beautiful.

And there is something else. Write in the margins. Your
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thoughts and questions. Connections to other scriptures.

Different translations of a verse written next to the original.

I love seeing my Bibles transform from pristine to scruffy,
grubby, beloved, and thoroughly worked-through. Honestly?
Each becomes one of my most treasured possessions, not
because of the paper, but because of the record of years of

encounter with God in His Word.

One practical note. Be careful which pens you use. Some felt-tip
colours or biros bleed through thin Bible pages and destroy the
text on the reverse. Test any new pen on a page you do not
value first. Good quality coloured pencils tend to be the safest
bet. Soft-tipped felt pens can work well, but always check

before decorating your entire New Testament.

Nobody wants to underline a promise of blessing in pink and
accidentally obliterate an even better promise on the other

side!

To see how and to put these keys to work E

with the free companion workbook. Mark up = mm

the workbook. Mark up your Bible. They are
both meant to be lived in. Scan the QR Code
or go to httys://pureread.com/bonus
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KEY TWO — LOOK IT UP, SPEAK
IT OUT, WRITE IT DOWN

LOOK IT UP, | ‘ SPEAK IT OUT. | WRITE IT DOWN.

hen a scripture is mentioned that hits your
heart, turn to it in your own Bible. Read it aloud.

Then write it down.

That’s it. Three actions. Look it up. Speak it out. Write it down.
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First, looking up a Scripture in your own Bible.

Not searching on a phone or swiping a device. Actually turning
the pages until you find the book, chapter and verse on the
page, helps you learn to navigate the Scriptures and makes

your Bible become a familiar old friend.
Then speaking scriptures out.

Both of those actions are grounded in a basic principle of how
human memory and learning work. The more senses we
engage in the process of receiving new information, the more

firmly that information is retained.
Next, write it down.

When you hear a scripture with your ears, see it with your eyes,
speak it with your mouth, and write it with your hand, you

engage four distinct channels simultaneously.

The result? The scripture finds root in you in a way that passive

reading alone simply cannot achieve.

The Holy Spirit, as Jesus promised in John 14:26, will “bring to
your remembrance” the things He has taught you. But He can
only bring to remembrance what is THERE to remember. A
scripture that has been glanced at and moved past is not firmly
embedded. A scripture that has been looked up, spoken aloud,

and written down has been planted.
And planted seeds grow.

Let me tell you about a season of study that demonstrated this

to me more powerfully than anything else could have.
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I spent several months working through some of Kenneth
Hagin’s material on faith. Hagin was called by God
specifically to teach faith, and he did so for decades with
extraordinary diligence and fruit. If you know his work at all,
it will not surprise you to hear that much of what I was
studying circled back repeatedly to three verses in Mark

chapter eleven:

“Have faith in God. For verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall
say unto this mountain, Be thou removed, and be thou cast into the
sea; and shall not doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those
things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall have whatsoever
he saith. Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire,
when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall have them.”

— Mark 11:22-24

Over those months, I must have looked up that passage, read it

aloud, and written it out hundreds of times.
Hundreds.

The temptation was there every single time. “I know that one.”

Skip the exercise. The scripture is familiar. Why bother?

But here’s what I learned through that season, and I have never
forgotten it. Knowing a scripture in your head and having it

living in your spirit are two entirely different things.

A scripture truly known, possessed and truly dwelt in, is one
that has become part of the way you think. The way you
respond to difficulty. The way you pray.
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Until the mountains actually move and until I am consistently
experiencing the ‘whatsoevers’ that Jesus promises in this
passage every time I pray, it is obvious that I do not yet know
that scripture in its fullness. There is always more to receive.
Always more depth to plumb. Always another layer underneath

the layer you thought was the bottom.

Scripture that is truly known takes on flesh just like Jesus did. It
moves from the invisible world of hope and becomes a
substance so real that the inevitability of seeing and touching

its fruit in the physical world is simply a matter of time.

Now, obviously, writing out in full every scripture you
encounter in your daily reading is neither realistic nor
necessary. But in your dedicated study times, and when you are
pressing in on a particular truth, speaking and writing the

Word is a powerful principle.

Try it. Take a verse that has been speaking to you recently.
Write it out. Say it aloud. Roll it off your tongue again and
again. Slip that written note in your pocket and pull it out
several times each day. Notice what happens in your spirit over

the following days.
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KEY THREE — USE
DIFFERENT TRANSLATIONS

Companison. Sfud?, - Oct 26

Gospel of Luke

ne of the great gifts available to Bible students
today, a gift that previous generations did not
have in anything like the same abundance, is the
sheer number of excellent translations and paraphrases of

scripture available in English.
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Used wisely, the variety of translations can open passages that
have been shielded through familiarity. They shed light on
words and phrases that remain stubbornly opaque in a single

version.

Before we look at how to use them, a brief orientation on what

the different versions actually are.

There are essentially two schools of translation philosophy,

with a spectrum between them.

At one end sit the literal translations, sometimes called “verbal
equivalency” versions. These aim to stay as close as possible to
the actual words of the original Hebrew and Greek, translating
word for word wherever the English can bear it. The King
James Version, the New King James Version, the English
Standard Version, and the New American Standard Bible are

classic examples.

These are the most reliable for serious word study and for
understanding the precise language of the original text. Their
limitation? Word-for-word translation from an ancient
language can sometimes produce English that is technically

accurate but difficult to understand.

At the other end sit the paraphrases, versions like Eugene
Peterson’s The Message and Kenneth Taylor’s Living Bible, which
aim not to translate words but to capture the essential meaning
of each passage in vivid, contemporary English. I would also
place The Passion Translation among these, as it is not an

accurate translation in the truest sense of the word.
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Paraphrases are often easier to read and can bring unexpected

freshness to familiar passages.

Their limitation is that they involve a significant degree of
interpretation; the paraphraser is telling you what they THINK
the passage means, not necessarily what it actually says. For
serious study, paraphrases should slimly supplement rather
than replace a reliable translation. I think of them as
peripheral, never central and certainly not to be trusted as a
core text to draw from. Their usefulness lies in the way they can
sometimes shed unfamiliar light on familiar portions of
Scripture, which can then lead to a more thorough dive into

more concrete translations.

In the middle sits a broad range of dynamic equivalence
translations, the most popular currently being the New
International Version and the New Living Translation. These
translate ideas rather than only words, staying closer to the
original than a paraphrase but freer than a strictly literal version.
Think of them as talking scripture idea by idea, sentence by
sentence, rather than word for word, and you’d be close to
understanding how they work. These often make for excellent
reading and are some of the versions most widely used today. The
widely accepted and used dynamic translations are generally very
true to the original scriptures, although in my opinion they can

occasionally water things down in pursuit of being easy to read.

For your study library, I would suggest at least one reliable
literal translation as your primary Bible. My firm favourite

remains the old King James version.
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Modern choices include the ESV, New King James Version or

the New American Standard. These are excellent.

I also encourage you to supplement your Bible library with a
copy of the Amplified Bible, the Classic edition of you can pick
one up (AMPC). The Amplified deserves special mention. It
takes the idea of literal translation and expands it, giving
alternative words and shades of meaning from the original
languages within the text itself. It is in many ways like having a
condensed lexicon and concordance built right into the Bible. It
rewards careful reading enormously. However, because the
"amplifications" are woven directly into the text, it can be
difficult for a lay reader to distinguish between what the
original manuscript actually says and what the translator

thinks it means.

Critics argue that this leads to "interpretation masquerading as
translation." It removes the reader's ability to interpret the text
for themselves because the "correct" interpretation has already
been baked into the synonyms provided. Readers may be
tempted to select the synonym that best fits their personal
theology or current mood, regardless of whether that specific

meaning fits the grammatical context of the original language.

Most biblical scholars recommend using the Amplified Bible as
a secondary reference or a "word-study" tool rather than a
primary Bible for reading or memorization. It is often
compared to a "thesaurus" for the Bible rather than a direct

translation.
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It is, however, one of my favourite tools and I use it often in my

Bible studies as a supplementary text.

You can also pick up Bibles that contain more than one
translation included in the same Bible. Parallel translation
Bibles allow you to quickly scan across two or more
translations all in one book, with each passage from the

scriptures shown on the page in each of the different versions.

So that's a bit about the different kinds of translations and
paraphrases that you might find on the bookshelf. But how

does this help you in your studies?

When you are digging into a passage, look it up in at least two
different versions. This simple practice, requiring no Greek or
Hebrew knowledge whatsoever, has the power to open
scriptures up to your understanding and to bring familiar

verses alive in ways you would not have expected.

Let me show you what I mean.

I

Example One. Paul’s instruction to Timothy in his second

letter, chapter four, verse two.
In the King James Version it reads like this:
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove,

rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.” — 2 Timothy
4:2 (KJV)
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Good instruction. Clear enough.

Now look at the same verse in the Amplified:

“Herald and preach the Word! Keep your sense of urgency [stand
by, be at hand and ready], whether the opportunity seems to be
favourable or unfavourable.” — 2 Timothy 4:2 (Amplified)

“Herald and preach the Word!”
Not just preach — “HERALD”.

The Amplified capitalises “Word” throughout, which draws our
attention to the fact that this is not just an instruction about
preaching doctrine, it’s also about preaching a PERSON — the
Lord Jesus Christ, who is described in John 1 as the Word made
flesh.

The first time I saw this, I immediately reached for an ordinary
English dictionary. Not a theological lexicon or a Greek
concordance. A standard English dictionary. I wanted to

understand the full weight of that word “herald.”
What I found stopped me in my tracks.

To herald something means, among other things: to proclaim

the approach of, and to usher in.
Can you feel how that expands the verse?

When we preach, opening up the scriptures, we are not
simply delivering religious information. We are acting as

forerunners, proclaiming the imminent approach of the Lord
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Jesus Himself. And our proclamation, when it is Spirit-filled,
does not merely point to His coming. It USHERS IN His

presence.

The preaching is not just about Jesus. It brings Jesus. That is

what anointed proclamation does.

All of that from two translations and a dictionary. Nothing
exotic. Nothing requiring academic training, just the

willingness to look at the same verse from two angles.

I

Example Two. Paul writing to the Colossians, chapter three,

verses one and two. In the New King James Version:

“If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are
above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. Set your
mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” — Colossians

3:1-2 (NKJV)

Now the same passage in the New Living Translation:

“Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights
on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honour
at God’s right hand. Let heaven fill your thoughts. Do not think

only about things down here on earth.” — Colossians 3:1-2 (NLT)

“Set your sights on the realities of heaven.”

“Let heaven fill your thoughts.”
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There’s something about that phrasing that cracks open the
verse in a different way. The New King James reads “set your
mind on things above”, a correct and important instruction.
But “let heaven fill your thoughts” has a different quality
entirely. It sounds less like a command to obey and more like

an invitation to encounter!

I remember the first time that NLT rendering of Colossians
struck me. I was sitting at my desk and genuinely had to stop
and shout, right there in my study, before I could read any
turther.

A word of caution, though, to balance my enthusiasm.

Do not build elaborate theological structures on the rendering
of a single translation, especially if it’s a paraphrase. Always let
scripture interpret scripture. The safest interpretation of any
verse is the one consistent with everything else the Bible says
on that subject. Multiple translations are a window onto the

richness of the original. They are not themselves the original.

The original Hebrew and Greek texts are the texts that God
inspired His servants to write. Every translation, however
excellent, contains some degree of interpretive choice. Use
them as tools that illuminate, relying as always on the Holy

Ghost, and you will find them invaluable.
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KEY FOUR — MEDITATE:
CHEW THE CUD

here’s a word in the Christian vocabulary that has
been so thoroughly hijacked by the New Age

movement that many believers are nervous to use it.

Let’s reclaim it. Because it was God’s word before anyone else

laid hands on it.

The word is MEDITATION.
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When certain Eastern spiritual traditions speak of meditation,
they mean emptying the mind. Silencing all thought and

creating an interior vacancy.

I want nothing to do with that. Not because silence is bad, but
because a vacancy of mind in a spiritual universe is simply an
invitation to whatever happens to be passing. It is, to put it

plainly, dangerous.
Biblical meditation is the exact opposite.

It is not emptying the mind but FILLING it. Specifically, filling
it with the Word of God and turning that Word over and over

until all the juice is extracted from it.

The Hebrew word translated “meditate” throughout the Old
Testament is hagah. It means to turn over in the mind. To
mutter. To imagine. To ponder. To converse with oneself about.
Strong’s Concordance gives its range of meaning as: “to ponder
— that is, by implication to converse with oneself and hence
aloud — to commune, to complain, to meditate, to muse, to

pray, to speak, to talk.”
Look at how ACTIVE that s.

This is not passive, unfocused daydreaming. This is energetic,
purposeful engagement with a specific truth. Turning it over.
Speaking it quietly to yourself. Asking questions of it.
Complaining and arguing with it. Letting it interact with your
experience and your situation, imagining what it means for
your life. Allowing it to paint pictures on the canvas of your

mind.
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Someone once described it with an image I have never been
able to improve on. Meditation “chews our spiritual food and
gets the sweetness and nutritive virtue of the Word into our
hearts and lives. Meditation has a digestive power, and turns

truth into spiritual nourishment.”

Or, to use an agricultural image that is slightly less refined, it’s
like a cow chewing the cud. The cow swallows its food, lets it
sit in its stomach for a while, then brings it back up and chews
it again, more thoroughly, until every ounce of goodness is
extracted. This is a constant process throughout the day. Each

time, more nutrition is drawn out of every mouthful.
Not the most glamorous image I have ever used. But it works.

Meditation with scripture operates the same way. You read a
verse. You let it sit. You bring it back up and turn it over again.
You go back to it again later still. Each time you return, you find
something you missed before. Each time you chew, more of the

goodness enters your system.

Practically, there are several ways to build this habit into a life

that is too busy for an extended quiet time.
Here’s one approach I have used for years.

Write a short scripture on a card or sticky note and put it
somewhere you will see it repeatedly throughout the day. Your
computer monitor. The bathroom mirror. The dashboard of

your car. The front of your notebook.

Each time your eyes land on it, read it quietly. Say it under your

breath. Question it. Claim it. Confess it. What does this mean
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for me today? How would my life look if this were fully true of
me? What would I do differently this afternoon if I really
believed this?

This practice allows God to paint and colour pictures on the
canvas of your imagination. You're no longer just hearing the
word. You're seeing it take form within your own mind and
heart. Look through the Gospels and notice how many times
Jesus begins His teaching with the word “Behold.” Not

“consider the proposition that.”

Jesus tells us to behold, to open our eyes. Look at this. See it.

Use your imagination and picture what I'm saying.

The sanctified imagination, directed by the Word and guided
by the Spirit, is one of the most powerful tools available to any
believer. Visualisation is not some weird practice borrowed
from the new age. It is a faculty of the spirit man given by God,
and precisely what Jesus was doing every time He spoke a

parable. He wanted people to see what he was saying.
We are told to have ears to hear and eyes to see.

Joshua 1:8, perhaps the most famous verse about meditation in

the Bible, describes both the practice and the promise:

“This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you
shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your
way prosperous, and then you will have good success.” — Joshua

1:8
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Day and night. Not just in the dedicated study hour, but woven
through the whole texture of life. The promise attached to this
is a prosperous way and genuine success is given to the person

who meditates in God’s Word until it shapes how they live.

The observing (seeing and doing) flows from the meditating.
You cannot consistently do what you have not consistently

pondered and pictured.

The Psalms open with the same connection. The person
described in the opening Psalm as blessed, prospering in
everything they do, and like a tree planted by rivers of water, is
described as someone whose “delight is in the law of the Lord”

and who “meditates day and night” on the word of God.
Delight and meditation. Meditation and delight.

Meditation is the delightful direction of mind you're invited to

take. Fixing your thoughts on Him, you will never go wrong.
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KEY FIVE — HEAR THE WORD

ere’s a magnificent verse that you could camp on

for weeks and never run dry.

“So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.”

— Romans 10:17
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Read carefully. Faith does not come by the Word of God
directly. It comes by HEARING, and hearing comes by the
Word. There is a middle step.

The sequence is: Word > hearing > faith.

The written or spoken Word of God produces hearing — a
quality of receptive, attentive, Spirit-opened reception — and

that hearing produces faith.

This tells us something important about how God designed the
process to work. He made us as creatures who hear. The first
instruction God gives to Israel in Deuteronomy, the great
Shema, Israel’s foundational confession of faith, begins with

the word “Hear”.

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one”

(Deuteronomy 6:4).

And the instructions that follow?

“And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.”

How do we do that?

“These words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine
heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and
when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and
when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon

thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.
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And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on
thy gates.” (Deuteronomy 6:5-9 KJV)

Make the Word a constant presence in your daily life. In your
heart. Taught in your home. Talked about when you sit down
and when you rise up. Bound on your hand and written on your

doorposts.

The implication is clear. The more consistently you're exposed
to the Word of God, through as many channels as possible, the
more consistently faith grows. This is not passive absorption. It

is intentional, creative, habitual immersion.

Here are some of the most effective ways I know that give the

Word a welcome entrance into daily life.

READ ALOUD DURING YOUR
STUDY TIME

When you turn to a scripture, don’t just skim it with your eyes.
Put it in your mouth. Make your ears take note. Hear it from

your own voice.

There is something about reading scripture aloud that gives it a
different weight. You catch things you miss in silent reading.
You feel the rhythm of the language. You give it space to land
rather than rushing past it. The great Puritan teachers were
very clear on this: the Word should be heard, not just

processed.

Speak it into the room. Listen carefully, incline your ear, to

what you say!
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AUDIO SCRIPTURE

We live in an extraordinary age. In previous generations, the
only opportunity to hear the Word taught was in a church
service or a conference. The opportunity to hear the actual text
of scripture read aloud by a skilled narrator was essentially

nonexistent outside of church.

Now? The entire Bible is available in multiple audio versions,
often with excellent production quality, accessible from any

smartphone at any moment of the day.

A friend of mine, Pastor Rob Smillie, told me how in the days
before digital audio, he recorded himself reading the Bible onto
cassette tapes. Every book, one chapter at a time. He then
listened to those tapes while he worked in a factory job. Many
hours every week. For years. The Word going into his ears while
his hands were busy. In the years that followed, he and his wife
Julie have planted churches and travelled the world, bringing
the good news to countless people. Those years of auditory
immersion in the Word were foundational to everything that

followed.

His method is yours to adapt. An audio Bible while you drive to
work. While you cook. While you exercise. I even have
waterproof headphones and listen to the scriptures as I swim
lengths in my local pool. Gliding through the water, I enjoy a
washing in the Word.
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QUALITY TEACHING AND PREACHING

There are Bible teachers alive today of extraordinary depth and
clarity, whose life’s work has been to make the riches of
scripture accessible to ordinary believers. Seek them out. Listen
to their teaching. Not as a substitute for your own encounter
with the Word, but as a supplement. Immerse yourself in good
teaching. What we hear affects what we think. What we think
affects what we believe. What we believe leads to what we do.

What we do makes us who we are!

READ YOUR BIBLE ALOUD TO YOURSELF
BEFORE SLEEP

This one sounds almost too simple to bother mentioning. But
the minutes immediately before sleep are among the most
receptive of the day. What you think about as you fall asleep
tends to be what your mind continues to process through the

night.

Giving your mind the Word to work with, rather than the news,
or a screen, or whatever ambient anxiety the day has
accumulated, is a wise choice. Give your spirit something good
to chew on while you sleep. Let your last words of the day be

His words.

LISTEN AS YOU SLEEP

For many years, I would have the audio Bible playing as I slept.
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I had a cassette player that would automatically play around

and around. Back in the day, that was advanced tech!
As the Proverbs say:

“My son, keep thy father’s commandment, and forsake not the
law of thy mother: Bind them continually upon thine heart, and
tie them about thy neck. When thou goest, it shall lead thee;
when thou sleepest, it shall keep thee; and when thou awakest,
it shall talk with thee. For the commandment is a lamp; and the
law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:”
(Proverbs 6:20-23 KJV)

S

AY
THE \(O‘L YEACE BE STILL

The Word at work , even at 3am.
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KEY SIX — FOLLOW THE LIGHT

Oct. 12 - Morning study Light and Word

Divine
Hlumination

R Open Scripture

Light and Word

his key is more subtle than the others, but one I've
found essential to fruitful study over the years. It
comes from a verse in John’s Gospel that the Holy

Spirit once made unexpectedly vivid to me:
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“While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may
become sons of light.” — John 12:36

The context is Jesus speaking about His own impending death,
urging His listeners to respond while they have the opportunity.

But I believe the principle has a broader application.

There are seasons in our lives when God wants to speak to us
about particular things. When the light is shining in a
particular direction, the wise thing to do is walk in that

direction while it is illuminated.
Because it may not always shine with such particular vividness.

In practical terms, this means paying attention to what God is
ALREADY talking to you about. If you find that every time you
open your Bible you are drawn to passages about faith. It seems
the subject of faith seems to be appearing everywhere, in your
reading, in sermons, in conversations, in your own prayer

times. That is not coincidence!
That s the light shining bringing the subject into sharp relief.

The wise response is not to stick rigidly to your reading plan

but to give yourself to that subject while the anointing is on it.

I remember a season, several years ago, when I simply could
not get away from the Name of Jesus. Every passage I turned to
seemed to circle back to it. Acts was full of healings and
deliverances performed “in the name of Jesus.” I found

references to His name in passages I would not normally have
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connected with the subject. I felt what I can only describe as a

spiritual hunger for that particular truth.

So I stopped following my ordinary reading plan. And I gave

myself to it completely for five or six weeks.

I read through Acts seven or eight times, underlining every
occurrence of the Name. I bought sermon series on the subject
and listened to them over and over. I dug into the Greek. I
prayed about it, meditated on it, asked the Spirit to make it real

in my experience.

Those weeks became foundational. Not in the way that regular
reading is foundational. Foundational in a different way.
Something of that truth became genuinely ALIVE in me rather

than merely known.
The light was on. I walked in it. And it changed me.

The same has been true about so many subjects throughout the

years I've walked with Jesus.

So how does this key work? when you sense the Spirit drawing
your attention to a particular theme, book, character, or subject
— follow it. Buy books on the subject. Find the best audio
teaching available. Read every scripture you can find that
touches it. Saturate yourself in that area while the anointing is

resting upon it.

Because the anointing and light may lift and move. Follow it
wherever it leads. And when it lands, land with it and stay

there while the light is shining.
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One important balance, though. This kind of focused, Spirit-led
seasonal study should not entirely replace balanced reading.
We will look at the principle of a balanced diet more carefully
in a separate key. The point here is not that you should only
ever study what you feel like at any particular moment. It is
that when the Spirit is clearly leading you in a particular
direction, you should trust that leading and follow it with

everything you have.

I hope this distinction is clear.
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CREATE AN

KEY SEVEN —
ENVIRONMENT FOR LEARNING
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his key is underestimated.
Where and how you study matters.

Not in a mystical sense. God can speak to you on a bus, or in a
lunch break, or in a hospital waiting room. Some of the most
powerful moments of encounter with scripture happen in
entirely unsuitable surroundings. But for your regular,
sustained, disciplined study times, the environment you create
for yourself has a real and measurable effect on the quality of

what you receive.

The simple instruction is this. Sit at a desk or table. Not in your

favourite armchair with the television on in the background.

I know how that sounds. It sounds like a slightly prim piece of
advice about good study habits. Like something your mum

would say.
But it is more than that.

There is something about creating a deliberate, purposeful
physical environment. A desk clear of clutter, good light, all the
materials you need within reach, that signals to both your
mind and your spirit that something different is happening
here. This clear separation from the noise and distraction of
ordinary domestic life impacts how you approach your time in
the Word.

You are not relaxing. You are working. Not working in the sense
of grim effort. Working in the sense of purposeful, attentive

engagement with something that deserves your full attention.
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More will be achieved in fifteen minutes of serious, focused
study at a desk than in forty minutes of half-hearted reading in
a comfortable chair with TikTok playing in the background. We
want to develop an environment where our mind and our heart
feel alert. That doesn't mean it can't be relaxed, just that we
want to clearly communicate to ourselves that we should be

fully present.

Have everything you need ready before you begin. Your Bible.
Your notebook and pen. Any other versions or reference books
you plan to use. Something to drink. The fewer interruptions
you make to fetch things, the fewer opportunities your

attention has to drift.
Turn off your phone. Or put it somewhere you cannot hear it.

This is harder than it sounds in a culture that has trained us to
expect interruption at any moment and to feel vaguely anxious
in its absence. But half an hour of genuine attention is worth
several hours of fragmented reading punctuated by pointless

notifications.

The King of the universe is available. He has something to say

to you.
Give Him your full attention.

Choose a time of day when you are actually alert. Morning is
ideal for many people when the mind is fresh, the day has not
yet filled up with the concerns that crowd out everything else

as the hours pass. Evening works for others. The time matters
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less than consistency. A regular time. A regular place. A regular

pattern of preparation.

Train both your body and your spirit to be present for the King
to speak.
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KEY EIGHT — BALANCE YOUR
DIET: WORD WATCHERS

here is an organisation called Weightwatchers,
devoted to helping people manage what they
consume so that they maintain a healthy weight. I
want to propose a spiritual equivalent, though with an entirely

opposite goal.
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In Word Watchers, we want to PILE ON the pounds. Not lose
them.

In the kingdom of the Spirit, fatis where it’s at.

The Bible uses the language of nourishment to describe

spiritual growth from the very first stages to the most mature.

Peter urges newborn believers to “desire the pure milk of the

word, that you may grow” (1 Peter 2:2)

John describes young believers who are “strong” because “the
word of God abides in you” (1John 2:14).

Hebrews distinguishes between those who are still on milk —
“unskilled in the word of righteousness” — and those on solid
food — those who “by reason of use have their senses
exercised” (Hebrews 5:13-14).

The word is referred to as:

Milk (1 Peter 2:2; Hebrews 5:12)

Bread (Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4)

Meat (Hebrews 5:12-14; 1 Corinthians 3:2)

Honey (Psalm 119:103; Psalm 19:10)

And God Himself issues what may be the most extravagant

dietary invitation in all of literature:

“Wherefore do you spend money for that which is not bread? and

your labour for that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto
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me, and eat ye that which is good, and let your soul delight itself in

fatness.” — Isaiah 55:2

Let your soul delight itself in FATNESS.

This is God’s diet for the human spirit. Abundant. Rich. Deeply
nourishing engagement with His Word. Not the spiritual

equivalent of a rice cracker.
A proper feast.

Job proclaimed “I have esteemed the words of his mouth more

than my necessary food." (Job 23:12)

Jeremiah wrote, "Thy words were found, and I did eat them;
and thy word was unto me the joy and rejoicing of mine
heart..." (Jeremiah 15:16)

Now, just as in the natural, the quality of a feast depends on

balance.

Snackinﬂ is not a meal plan.
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A diet of nothing but chocolate doughnuts is not a feast. It is a
path to malnutrition. A delicious path, admittedly, but

malnutrition all the same.
The same is true spiritually.

If all we ever study is end-time prophecy, or all we ever read is
books about prayer, or all we ever engage with is passages
about healing, however excellent those subjects are, we will

end up spiritually lopsided.

The balanced diet of the Word means engaging across the full
breadth of what God has given us. Old and New Testament.
Narrative and poetry and prophecy and epistle. Doctrine and
biography and wisdom and prayer. Later, I will talk about
systematic theology. This key and this idea fall under that

umbrella.

There is also a practical principle here about how the mind

works.

Research in learning consistently shows that most people can
sustain intense concentration on a single subject for about
twenty minutes before their attention begins to drift. After
twenty minutes on the same material, the mind starts to
wander, retention falls, and the quality of engagement

deteriorates.

But if the subject is CHANGED — if the stimulus shifts to
something different, even while remaining within the same
broad area of interest — the mind re-engages with fresh

attention.
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This means that varying what you study within a single session
is not a failure of discipline. It is smart stewardship of your

attention.

In a one-hour study time, for example, you might spend twenty
minutes working through a passage in John verse by verse.
Then twenty minutes with a good book that illuminates the
background to what you are studying. Then twenty minutes on
focused topical study, following a particular theme through the

concordance.

Bish-bash-bosh. Three different angles. One hour. And by the
time you return to the first material the following day, you have

given it time to settle and your mind will approach it refreshed.

God Himself described this principle of varied, cumulative

learning through the prophet Isaiah:

“Whom shall He teach knowledge? And whom shall He make to
understand the message? For precept must be upon precept, precept
upon precept, line upon line, line upon line, here a little, and there

a little.” — Isaiah 28:9-10

“Here a little, and there a little.”

Not one massive download. Not one subject pursued to
exhaustion and then abandoned for the next. A little from here.
A little from there. Day after day. Building layer upon layer

until the whole edifice is substantial and strong.

This is the rhythm of genuine growth. And it is not slow. It is
steady. And steady, in the kingdom of God, always wins.
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Think of it as a daily meal rather than an occasional feast.
Books of the Bible take several weeks or even months to work
through when studied carefully. A chapter or portion at a time,
across daily sessions. But you will find that you assimilate far
more of what you read this way than you would by racing
through them.

Each day, a little more is added. Each day, another seed is
planted.

And seeds, given time and care, become trees.
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KEY NINE - FULL IMMERSION

IMMERSION
IN THE WORD.
A SEA OF SCRIPTURE.

omething we remember when we come to the
scriptures as we know them is that when they were
originally written, there were no chapters and verses?
Chapters and verses were added later to make navigating this

huge book a little easier.
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But when Isaiah wrote, he didn't begin with chapter one and

end with sixty-six.

He wrote one book in its entirety. No chapter markers, no
verses. Just a book. A collection of writings without the breaks

and the sections that we are now familiar with.
The same is true of Paul's letters.

Paul did not break his letters into neat columns with

convenient chapter breaks and verse numbers in the margins.

He wrote a letter. As a whole. The message was complete. And
to understand the message, the letter needed to be read as a

whole, not piecemeal.

This is a danger when we come to the Bible. We take
individual verses, cherry-picking the ones that suit us. Instead,
I want to offer a key that can greatly deepen your grasp of
what the Holy Ghost is wanting to teach and say and build

into your life.

I liken it to methodologies that are popular for learning a

foreign language.

Sure, we can come and open some manuals, listen to a few

audio programmes, and memorise phrase books.

But nothing comes close to the full immersion of being

dropped into and among the people who speak that language.
It's full-immersion learning.

I actually love subject-by-subject, verse-by-verse learning,
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pulling a scripture from here, pulling a scripture from there.

Building my understanding of a particular subject.

But this can sometimes lead to us being piecemeal in the way

we approach the full message of Scripture.

For this key, we put aside that laser focus, and widen the angle

of our lens let the light in.

Choose a book and read it from cover to cover, from the first
verse to the last, without a break. Don't try to pick out the best
bits. Don't underline, don't stop to ponder, don't become

granular in the way you approach the text.
Read it as a whole. Read it through.

And then, when you finish, go back to the beginning and read it
through again. Layer by layer, the message as a whole will

begin to become clear to your understanding.
It's like a floodlight instead of a laser beam.

You begin to see the whole as it was written and the complete
message that was intended to be understood by its original

readers.

John Mark Comer, the writer of Practicing the Way, and The
Ruthless Elimination of Hurry, is so convinced that this is a
necessary practise that he actually produced a version of the
Bible that removes all of the chapter numbers and all of the
verse numbers. Instead, you have a beautifully designed,
single-column Bible with no chapters, verses, or man-made

subheadings to interrupt your reading.
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I have a single-column New King James Bible that I use when I
want to immerse myself in this longer-form reading. It retains
but minimises all of these man-made additions, so they are less
prominent. It allows for a much easier flow as I read through

the various letters and books in the scriptures.

You sit down and begin to read, looking for the 10,000-foot
view. This isn't where we take a microscope to every letter,
every cross of the “t”, or every dot of the “i”. Instead, we are
looking to get a panoramic view of the great scope of truth that
is painted and presented in any given book. The broad strokes.
The overall beauty and the full message, however painful

sometimes that message may appear.
No more cherry-picking.
It's powerful.

And leads perfectly into the final key that I'm going to share in
this part of the book.
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KEY TEN - UNDERLINE THIS!

DAY ONE YEAR FIVE

YEAR TWENTY

o conclude this section, we'll swing right back

around to key number one and commit it from

another direction.

This assumes that you've been applying the first key for a good

amount of time.
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Naturally, we have a tendency to underline and highlight and
emphasise those portions of Scripture that are palatable and

desirable to us as we seek to grow and prosper in life.
But not every scripture is friendly.

This key recognises that.

The step you need to take?

Read all the bits you didn't underline.

All of the verses that don't appear in the promise box. The ones
that rarely get used in devotionals. The ones that will never

appear on a t-shirt or a tea towel.

Because it's very easy to fall into the trap of shaping the Bible to

fit our preferences.

A wing-clipped religion of:

e Affirmation without accountability.
e Comfort without correction.

e Wholeness without holiness.

e Relationship without reverence.

Open the Book and begin an excavation of every portion that
promises pain and perplexity. The bits that strip you naked and
leave you powerless to defend your compromise and complicity

in your own illusions.

I promise you, if you'll take them to prayer and let them search

your motives just as much as the fan-favourites, they will
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underline something in your character and highlight a bigger

Christ who lives in you, formidable and fearless in every way!
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PAUSE

en keys. You do not need to implement all of them at

once.

In fact, I would actively encourage you not to try.
The person who attempts to overhaul every habit

simultaneously usually ends up overwhelmed.
Choose one.

Probably the one that struck you most as you read it. The one

you felt a small internal pull towards.
Start there. Do it for a week. Then add another.

The cumulative effect, over months and then years, of these
simple habits practised consistently is the kind of
transformation in your engagement with scripture that you

will not be able to explain to someone who has not experienced
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it. The Word becomes more alive. Study becomes more natural.

What felt like discipline becomes delight.

And you will find, as you build these habits and become
comfortable with these keys, that the methods of study
outlined in the next chapters become not just accessible but

genuinely exciting.

A Word About the Workbook

You have just met all ten keys. That is the
toolkit you will be using for the rest of

your life with the Bible.

Reading about them is the start. Using

them is where everything actually changes.

Your free companion workbook is built around exactly this.
Seven complete Bible studies, each one designed so the keys
you have just learned become a way of life rather than a list of
ideas. The studies put the pen in your hand, the Bible in your
lap, and the keys to work.

If you have not yet downloaded the workbook, scan the QR
code at the front of this book or visit https://pureread.com/

bonus. It is free, and it is waiting.

Now turn the page. There is more.



PART III

SEVEN METHODS TO SLAM
DUNK YOUR BIBLE STUDY
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GOING DEEPER

here’s a verse in Proverbs that captures something
essential about the relationship between God and

the diligent student of His Word:

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is

to search it out.” — Proverbs 25:2

God conceals things, not from us, but for us. He has hidden
treasures in His Word with the deliberate intention that they
will be found by those who are not satisfied with the surface,
and who bring the energetic curiosity of a child on a treasure

hunt to their reading of scripture.

We've looked at some simple keys that you can apply across the
board. Now let's look at some specific methods to which you

can apply those keys.
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These are not advanced techniques reserved for the especially
studious. They are the normal tools of anyone who wants to
move beyond the surface of the text into the inexhaustible

depth underneath.

I'll be sharing seven specific methods. Each one is a different
way into the treasure house. Use them as a toolkit. Some will
suit your temperament better than others. Some will be more
appropriate for different seasons. But knowing all of them gives

you flexibility in your study that will serve you for a lifetime.

Right then. Sleeves up.
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METHOD ONE:
QUESTIONS, QUESTIONS

oung children go through a stage that can be
exhausting for parents and endlessly entertaining
for everyone else. It is the stage of relentless

questioning.

Why is the sky blue? Why do birds have wings? Why do I have
to eat my vegetables? Why is that man wearing a hat? Why

does the moon look like cheese?
Every parent reading this just flinched. I know.

But here is the thing. That inquisitive nature and the refusal to
accept the surface of things, is precisely the heart that the Holy

Ghost is looking for when we come to the Bible.

The insistence on understanding WHY, HOW, WHERE and
WHAT is not something that should be left in childhood.

The Bible student who approaches scripture with a child’s
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genuine curiosity will always find more than the one who reads
passively. We are not drive-by believers. We want to stop and
we want to know everything. And I mean everything about

what we are reading!

This method is actually applicable across all of the other
methods that I share. Six questions that you can ask of any
passage, any verse, any story, any instruction, any promise in
all of scripture. Master these six questions, and you’ll never
again be stuck for what to do with a difficult or unfamiliar

passage.
Here they are.
WHO?

Who is speaking here? Who are they speaking to? Who are they
speaking about? Who is this promise addressed to? Is it made
to all believers, to Israel, to a specific individual? Who is
expected to obey this command? Who are the main characters
in this story, and what do we know about them from elsewhere

in scripture?
Who? Who Who?
WHAT?

What is being said here in plain, simple terms? Not just the
familiar or accepted theological ideas that we've heard or
grown up with, but what it actually says? What does this mean
for me, in my current situation? What response is this passage

looking for? What reaction did this event produce in those who
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witnessed it? What is the emotional tone? Is this grieving,

joyful, urgent, tender, fierce?
What? What? What?
WHERE?

Where did these events take place geographically, and what
significance does that place carry in the broader narrative of
scripture? Where did these people come from, and where are
they going? Where in the overall story of God’s dealings with
humanity does this moment sit and how is that highlighted in

this portion of scripture?
Where? Where? Where?
WHEN?

When did this happen, and what was going on in the world at
that time? When in this person’s life did this occur? Early or
late, in triumph or defeat, in faith or failure? When am Iin a
similar position to this character, and what does their response

teach me about mine?
When? When? When?
WHY?

Why did this person say or do what they said or did? Why did God
record this particular story, in this particular way, in this particular
place in the narrative? Why did this instruction matter to its
original audience? Why is this truth apparently not working in my

life,and whatdoes the scripture say about how that can change?
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Why? Why? Why?
HOW?

How does this apply to my life, practically and specifically? Not
in theory, but on Monday morning? How did this person
manage to do what they did? How can I become more like this
character’s best qualities? How can I avoid the pitfalls that this
person fell into? How does this passage connect to others I have
studied?

How? How? How?

Six questions. Who? What? Where? When? Why? How?

Use them like a space. Keep digging, asking the same question

again and again until you hit bedrock.

Like a patient parent, the Holy Ghost will be there to answer

when you ask. Even if the question sounds silly or childish.

Applied with genuine curiosity and the expectation that the
Author is glad to answer them, these six questions will take you

below the surface of almost any passage you will ever study.

I

Now that you have met your first method, here is the natural

next step.

Inside your free companion workbook, one of the seven studies

is a complete immersive read through Colossians. You read a
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section of the letter, then ask honest questions of the passage,

then write what you discover.

It is the perfect place to put this method into practice on a real

letter, with a real apostle, on real ground.

If you have the workbook open already, you know where to find
it. If not, the QR code is shared throughout this book, and the

studies are waiting for you when you are ready.
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METHOD TWO — WORD STUDY

word study is exactly what it sounds like. Taking a
single word in scripture and exploring its full depth,
particularly in the original language from which it

was translated.

This is one of the most reliably productive methods I know.
And the best news? You do not need to know Hebrew or Greek
to do it. The hard linguistic work has been done by scholars,
and the fruits of that work are available to you through a

handful of simple tools.
The key tool for any word study is a concordance.

The most widely used is Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance,
compiled by Dr James Strong in the late nineteenth century
and still the standard reference work. Strong’s lists, in
alphabetical order, every word that appears in the King James

Bible, along with every scripture in which that word appears.
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Beside each entry it gives a number — Strong’s numbers, as
they are known — that connects the English word to the

original Hebrew or Greek word from which it was translated.

Using those numbers, you can then look up the original word in
the Hebrew or Greek dictionary at the back of the concordance.

And find its full range of meaning.

At one time, actually owning this doorstep of a book would
have been necessary. Now, with so many online tools, you can
dig into the Strong's numbers and entries for pretty much any

word just by clicking on the word.

There are lots of online Bibles and Bible study tools that make
this possible, and also software that you can install on your

computers or devices.

Let me walk you through an example of a word study where we

explore an individual word from a particular scripture.
It's a popular one, and one I'm sure we all want to embody!
“Prosper” as it appears in Psalm 1:3

The first Psalm opens with a beautiful description of the person
whose “delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law he
meditates day and night.” Such a person, it says, shall be “like a
tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in
its season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he

does shall prosper.”

The word “prosper” is powerful but also, in English, slightly

vague. What exactly does it mean for everything you do to
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prosper? Is it primarily financial? Vocational? Relational? All of

the above?

Look up “prosper” in Strong’s. Find the reference for Psalm 1:3.
The Strong’s number for this word is #6743. Turn to number
#6743 in the Hebrew dictionary at the back if you're using a
physical concordance, or most likely just view the information

for this Strong's number in the software that you're using.

Here is what you find:

Strong’s #6743, tsaw-lakh: a primitive root; to push forward, in
various senses — to break out, come mightily, go over, be good, be

profitable, cause to prosper.

Look at the BREADTH of that.

The word translated “prosper” in Psalm 1:3 carries, in the
original Hebrew, all of these meanings simultaneously. To push
forward. To break out. To come mightily. To go over (to get over

obstacles), to be profitable and cause to prosper.

The person who meditates in God’s Word day and night does not
merely enjoy a pleasant life. Everything they do pushes forward.
They break out of limitations. They come mightily into situations.
They get over what stands in their way. They are profitable, and

they cause those around them to be prosperous also.

The English word “prosper” contains all of that. But you would
not know it from the English alone. The Hebrew gives you the

tull picture.
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And it took only a few minutes to find.
This works for any word in scripture.

Try the word “issues” in Proverbs 4:23: “Keep your heart with

all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life.”

The Hebrew word translated “issues” is towtsa’ah, meaning
outgoings, exits, sources, borders — the idea that the whole
terrain and boundary of your life flows from what is in your
heart.

Or try the Greek word “perfect” in Matthew 5:48: teleios,
meaning complete, fully mature, having reached its intended
end — a very different word from our English sense of being

utterly without flaw.
Every word study opens a door.
Other Helpful Tools

Beyond Strong’s, there are several other tools that extend the

word study further.

Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words gives
detailed explanations of the Greek words behind the New

Testament, written accessibly for the non-scholar.

Thayer’s Greek Lexicon and Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon

go deeper still for those who want them.

Many digital Bible tools such as the free Blue Letter Bible

website, have all of these resources built in, so you can do a
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complete word study with a few clicks without leaving your

screen.

I use an excellent Bible software called Accordance
(accordancebible.com) that's available for both Mac and PC.
There are lots of other Bible software available too, should you

want to explore options

And do not overlook an ordinary English dictionary. When a
translation uses a word that carries particular weight, as we
saw with “herald” in 2 Timothy 4:2 in an earlier chapter,
looking it up in a standard dictionary can open dimensions of
meaning that the translator intended but that have become

invisible through familiarity.

Word studies provide endless hours of interest, enjoyment, and
fresh perspective on God's Word. They allow us to scratch

below the surface and drink deep from the original languages.

While I'm reading, I'll always have my ear inclined in case the
Holy Ghost wants to stop me in my tracks and put his finger on
a particular statement or word. When he does, we'll stop for a

while and dig for treasure.
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METHOD THREE — SUBJECT STUDY

subject study, also called a topical study, takes a
theme or topic and follows it through scripture to

find everything God has said on that subject.

This is one of the fastest routes to rapid growth in any area of
the Christian life. And one of the most powerful forms of

preparation for spiritual battle.

The underlying principle is this: God rarely says everything He

has to say on any subject in a single passage.

The full picture of what scripture teaches about faith, or
healing, or prayer, or identity in Christ, or the Holy Spirit, or
money, or fear, or any other subject that matters, is assembled
across many books and many contexts. A topical study gathers
those pieces together and lets you see the complete picture in a

way that no single passage can provide.
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Systematic theology is really built on this understanding. We
systematically approach the scriptures and find out what it
says about different subjects and themes, not just from one or
two individual scriptures but as a whole across the whole of
the Bible.

HOW TO BEGIN A SUBJECT STUDY

Choose your subject. For your first attempts, I would suggest
starting with something personally relevant, a subject that
connects to a real need or question in your life right now. This
keeps the study grounded and prevents it from becoming

merely academic.
Then gather the relevant scriptures using two tools.

First, a concordance: look up the keyword or words, and related

words, associated with your subject and follow the references.

If you're studying courage for example, look up “courage”, “fear
» &«

not and fearless”, “be strong”, and “bold”. Each word opens a

new set of passages.

Do some searches on the internet or use a trustworthy Al tool
and ask the question there. Ask for a list of scriptures about the

subject and the Bible references that go along with them.

Second, use Nave’s Topical Bible. A remarkable reference work
that has already gathered the scriptures on hundreds of
subjects into categories, saving you the work of searching from
scratch. If you only ever add one reference book to your Bible

study library beyond a concordance, Nave’s it's a good choice.
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Read books by trusted authors on your chosen subject. Listen
to quality audio teaching. Build a picture from multiple angles.
The scholarly, the devotional, the biographical. What does the

life of someone who walked powerfully in this truth look like?

The goal is not merely to know what the Bible says about faith
or healing or prayer in an abstract sense. It is to have it so
thoroughly embedded in you that it begins to shape how you
think and pray and respond.

SUBJECT STUDY IN BATTLE

This is where it gets real.

One of the most practically powerful uses of topical study is in
the context of spiritual warfare. When a particular area of life is
under pressure, you need to know exactly what God’s covenant

provides.

If your finances are under sustained attack, open your Bible
and find every scripture about God’s provision, covenant
blessing, generosity and its fruit, poverty and prosperity, and

the promises of God to those who trust Him.

Write them out. Declare them over your situation. Find out
where you need to align your thinking and your actions with
what God says. Stick them to your mirror and your dashboard.
Feed on them until they become more real to you than a

negative bank balance.

This is precisely what Jesus did in the wilderness.
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“Itis written... it is written... it is written.”

He did not argue with the temptation. He did not explain why
it was unreasonable. He went straight to scripture, with
precision, and drove the enemy back with the specific Word of

God that applied to that specific situation.

You can only do that if you know the Word well enough to find
the right passage for the right moment. Which is why the
topical study you do now, in the quiet season, is the armoury

you will draw from when the battle is intense.
Let me share a personal example that has never left me.

There was a season in my life when I was under sustained
discouragement. The heavy, fog-like kind that settles in and
does not shift. That makes everything feel grey and effortful
and slightly pointless. It went on for weeks. Eventually, I
recognised what was happening. This was a spiritual battle,

not merely a mood or a circumstance.

And I knew that my answer had to be in the Word.
I asked the “what” question.

What does a discouraged man need? Courage.

So I opened Nave’s Topical Bible at “Courage” and began
working through the references systematically. I read many
scriptures. I learned that courage in the Bible is almost always
grounded not in the person’s own natural confidence or
boldness but in the presence of God — “Be strong and

courageous, for the Lord your God is with you.”
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The fog did not lift immediately. I kept reading. Kept declaring.
Kept pushing into the Word on this subject.

Then I reached 2 Chronicles 32:7-8.

“Be strong and courageous, be not afraid nor dismayed for the
king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude that is with him: for
there be more with us than with him: With him is an arm of
flesh; but with us is the LORD our God to help us, and to fight
our battles. And the people rested themselves upon the words

of Hezekiah king of Judah.” (2 Chronicles 32:7-8 KJV)

And the verses went into me like warm honey, washing
through my mind with a gentleness and a certainty that I can

only describe as the touch of God.

The heaviness lifted, not gradually but immediately, in a

moment — and I felt as though I had been lifted from a pit.
I rested myself upon the words of my King!
I was delivered in a moment by the power of the Word of God.

I would not have found that verse without the topical study. I
would not have known to look there. The systematic searching

led me to the exact word God had for me in that moment.
This is subject study not as an academic exercise.

But as encounter.



168 DAVID LEE MARTIN

One of the seven studies inside your free companion workbook
is a thematic walk through Proverbs. Rather than reading a
chapter a day, you gather wisdom by theme across the whole
book: the tongue, money, friendship, anger, the diligent life,
and more. It is the subject study method applied to the book of
wisdom, and it is one of the most practical hours you will

spend in Scripture this year.
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METHOD FOUR —
CHARACTER STUDY

tits heart, the Bible is a book about relationships.

The relationship between God and His creation. The
relationship between human beings in all their

complexity and frailty.

The relationship between faith and faithfulness, between

promise and fulfilment, between failure and redemption.
Itis, in the truest sense, a collection of stories about people.

This makes character study one of the most accessible and
immediately engaging forms of Bible study available. We are
creatures who understand the world through story and
through people. We learn from lives rather than from
abstractions. And the Bible provides us with a cast of
extraordinarily vivid, fully rounded, deeply human characters.

Their lives, their successes, their failures, their faith, their
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cowardice, their moments of breathtaking obedience and their
moments of spectacular collapse, are recorded for precisely this

purpose:

“Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages

have come.” — 1 Corinthians 10:11

“They were written for our admonition.”

These are not ancient case studies filed away for historical
interest. They are living lessons, placed in the most widely
distributed and most carefully preserved document in human

history, for the specific benefit of people reading them now.

The people in the Bible made their choices in their
circumstances. We read their stories and hopefully make better

choices in ours.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR

A character study mainly focuses on two things: the person’s
relationship with God, and their relationship with other
people. Both dimensions are essential. The vertical and the

horizontal.

Christian life is lived as a whole. We cannot divorce our
spirituality from the messy business of relationships with other

people.
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Someone who says they love God but who builds huge
defences, preventing them from deepening relationships with

others, is deceiving themselves.

The Apostle John spends almost his entire first letter pointing
out the discrepancy that sometimes happens when religion

muscles in and parades itself as genuine faith.

"If anyone says, 'I love God,' and hates his brother, he is a liar;
for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen

cannot love God whom he has not seen." - 1 John 4:20 (ESV)

God is in the people business. He loves people.

So studying people, both in the scriptures and deeply
considering people in the world around you, is perhaps the

most profound way to understand his heart.

As you read the relevant passages, bring the six questions we
looked at earlier, and add several more that are specific to

biography.
What were the defining moments in this person’s life?

What were their greatest strengths, and how did those

strengths sometimes become their greatest weaknesses?
What can I learn from their highest moments of faith?

What can I learn, equally, from their failures? What conditions
led to them, and how might I recognise and avoid those same

conditions in my own life?
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What was their relationship with God really like, beneath the

surface of the narrative?

And here is a crucial point. Do not isolate the subject from their
context. Every biblical character exists in relation to other
characters, other events, other movements in the story of God.
A study of King David that ignores Goliath, Saul, Jonathan,
Bathsheba, Absalom, and Nathan is not really a study of David

at all. Itis a study of a cardboard cut-out.

The people and events surrounding a character often say as

much about them as they say about themselves.

So, since we're speaking of him, let's take David as our

example.

David is one of the most fully drawn characters in all of
literature. And one of the most instructive for anyone serious
about the life of faith.

He is described as a man after God’s own heart. And then given
to us with his failures as well as his triumphs. With his Psalms
of anguished confession sitting alongside his Psalms of
triumphant praise. You cannot understand David’s worship
without his suffering. You cannot understand his repentance
without his sin. You cannot understand his trust in God
without the years in the wilderness, running from a jealous
king, learning to make God his stronghold when there was no

other.

A character study of David would move through 1 Samuel, 2

Samuel, 1 Kings, and the Psalms. It would track his anointing
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as a teenager. His friendship with Jonathan. His extraordinary
restraint towards Saul even when Saul was trying to kill him.
His rise to the throne. His great sin with Bathsheba and the
murder of Uriah. The devastating consequences that
followed. The heartbreaking relationship he had with his
sons. And his psalms of raw and honest prayer throughout all

of it.

At every stage, ask: What was David doing that I want to
emulate? What was he doing that I want to avoid? What does
his relationship with God teach me about what God values and

how He responds to an honest heart?

RESOURCES FOR CHARACTER STUDY

A good Bible dictionary is invaluable here.

It will give you the historical and cultural context that brings
the character’s world to life. The political situation they were
navigating, the religious practices of their time, the geography
of the places they moved through. The Holman Bible
Dictionary is excellent. The International Standard Bible
Encyclopaedia goes deeper for those who want it. And there are

many others that you'll be able to find.

And let me close this method with a final word about the

character who stands above all others.

There is One life and One character who should be studied
above all the rest. As we look at this One life, we are, as Paul

says in 2 Corinthians 3:18, “transformed into the same image
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from glory to glory.” He is the fairest among the ten thousand

characters we could choose.
His name is Jesus.

Every character study in scripture points towards Him. Every
story of faith or failure, of obedience or rebellion, of
redemption or consequence, is in some sense a shadow that

finds its substance in Him.

Study the characters. But always look for the One they are all,

consciously or not, pointing towards.

I

The free companion workbook contains a complete one-hour
character study of Ruth, Peter, or Daniel, your choice. Now that you
have learned the method, this is the perfect place to put it into

practice.
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METHOD FIVE — BOOK STUDY

hereas a word study might be a 100-metre
sprint, book study is where we choose to

embark on a marathon.

It is the long-distance running of Bible study, demanding more
sustained commitment than a word or topical study, and
perhaps is less immediately rewarding to the impatient reader.
Book study, however, produces a depth of understanding and a
quality of revelation that the shorter forms simply cannot

reach.

When you sit with a single book of the Bible, reading it
repeatedly, taking it apart chapter by chapter, tracking its
themes across its whole length, reading it again and again until
the architecture of its argument becomes visible and the
character of its author becomes familiar, something happens

that is quite different from any other kind of study.
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The book begins to live and breathe.

Its phrases begin to resonate with each other across chapters.
Its central thrust becomes clear. And the Holy Spirit, who is
particularly attentive to the serious student of a single book,
tends to open things that remain closed to the more superficial

reader.

HOW TO BEGIN A BOOK STUDY

Step one: read the whole book through, three times.

If possible, at least one of those readings should be in a single
sitting. Yes, for longer books like Isaiah, Romans or Acts, this
takes real commitment. But it is irreplaceable. The sustained
reading gives you the overall shape and movement of the
book in a way that chapter-by-chapter reading never can. You
begin to feel the arc of the argument. The shifts in tone. The
way the later parts answer questions raised by the earlier

ones.

Read it in one sitting, the way you would watch a good film.
Beginning to end. No interruptions. Let it wash over you as a

whole.
Step two: Break the book into natural sections.

Most books of the Bible have a clear internal structure. Major
divisions of theme or narrative that organise the content. Work
out what those divisions are. Write a one-sentence summary of
each. This gives you a map of the book that will orient

everything that follows. You'll often find, for example, in Paul's
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letters, particularly the longer ones, he speaks first of identity,
who you are in Christ, and then of duty, how that should affect
what you do.

Step three: Apply the principles of study to each section

in turn

Mark it. Ask the six questions. Look up significant words. Note
repeated phrases. Repetition in scripture is almost always
intentional. When a writer says the same thing three times, or
when the same phrase appears at the beginning and end of a
passage, the repetition is a signal. Cross-reference generously.

Write down everything that strikes you.
Step four: Track the themes

As you work through the book, note the subjects that recur. The
words that appear again and again, the concerns that the
writer returns to repeatedly, the questions they seem to be
answering. In Colossians, the word “fullness” and the concept
of completeness appear throughout. In John’s Gospel, the idea
of “believing” or “faith” appears in almost every chapter. In
Romans, the contrast between flesh and Spirit runs from

chapter to chapter like a river finding its course.

These recurring themes are the spine of the book.
Understanding them is the key to understanding everything

else.
Step five: Read the whole book again

Several times. In different versions. What was confusing at the

beginning becomes clearer after you have read the end. What
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seemed like a digression in the middle turns out to be essential

to the conclusion.

The more times you read a book in its entirety, the more of it

you will see.

THINGS TO NOTICE DURING A BOOK
STUDY

Beyond the themes, here are some of the most productive

things to look for as you work through a book:

The things we are urged to “put on” and “put off.” Paul’s letters are
full of these instructions. Tracing them through a book like
Colossians or Ephesians produces a remarkably practical guide

to the transformation of character.

The things we are told to “let” happen in our lives. There is a whole
theology of cooperation with the Holy Spirit embedded in
phrases like “let the peace of God rule in your hearts” and “let

the word of Christ dwell in you richly.”

Promises and their conditions. Most of God’s promises in
scripture have a context — a condition, a posture, a prior act of
faith or obedience that the promise is connected to.
Understanding the condition is as important as receiving the

promise.

Commands and their reasons. God rarely commands without
explaining why. Following the reasoning helps you obey
intelligently rather than mechanically. And intelligent

obedience goes deeper.
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The time and place of writing. For the epistles especially,
knowing the situation the letter was written into transforms
your reading. Paul’s letter to the Philippians, the most joy-filled
book in the New Testament, was written from prison. That

single fact changes the register of everything it says.

The author’s purpose. Why did this person write this book? John
tells us explicitly in his gospel:

“These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in
His name” (John 20:31)

Luke tells us he investigated everything carefully and wrote an

orderly account so that Theophilus:

“..may know the certainty of those things in which you were

instructed” (Luke 1:4).

The stated purpose is the key to the whole.

LET THE SPIRIT LEAD

I have found, over the years, that the Holy Spirit will sometimes
simply not let me move away from a particular book. I will be
reading through a different part of scripture and keep being
drawn back to the same book again and again. Sometimes by a
reference, a sermon, or by something someone says. Sometimes

by an unexplained interior pull.
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When this happens, I have learned to trust it lean in. He always
has something really amazing to open to your heart when He

leads this way.

There was a season when this happened with the letter of
James. For several weeks, wherever I turned in my reading,
James kept appearing. So I stopped fighting it and gave myself
to James entirely. Reading it every day, sometimes twice, in

different translations, asking the Spirit to open it.

What He showed me in those weeks about the relationship
between faith and works, about the power of the tongue, about
wisdom from above and wisdom from below, about prayer and
its conditions. It changed the way I understand Christian

discipleship in ways that have never reversed.

Most recently for me, it was the letters of Peter. And now the
Holy Ghost has nudged me to devour the Gospel of Mark,
which many consider to be Peter's gospel recollections scribed
on behalf of the apostle by Mark. I'm fairly certain the next
push will be to look at Peter's appearances in the book of Acts.

Clearly, the Holy Ghost is up to something.

Stay with the book the Holy Spirit is highlighting until it has
given you what it wants to give. Books can take weeks or

months to work through properly using this method.

You will find that you assimilate deep truths that cannot be
neatly packaged in just a few cherry-picked verses.
Undercurrents and subterranean magnificence of the big story

will begin to flow through your spirit. The awe-inspiring vista
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of God's work and His story will be indelibly impressed upon

your heart.
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METHOD SIX — GOING WALKABOUT

his is a fun, undisciplined and fruitful way to
familiarise yourself with the beautiful threads that
make up the grand tapestry of the Bible.

Most good study Bibles contain a system of cross-references.
Small superscript letters or numbers beside passages or in a
centre column or in the footer, which refer you to other
passages in the Bible that echo, illuminate, or develop the same
theme. Following these cross-references is an experience I can
only describe as going for a walk in the rich countryside of
God’s Word.

You set out with no particular destination in mind. And you
end up somewhere you would never have found if you’d

followed a pre-defined route.

Let me trace an example.
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You are reading Genesis chapter one, and you come to verse
sixteen: “God made two great lights, the greater light to govern
the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made
the stars.” The cross-reference in your study Bible takes you to
Psalm 136:8. You follow it.

Psalm 136 is a great antiphonal praise psalm, with the refrain
“His love endures forever” after every line. Verse eight says:
“the sun to govern the day —His love endures forever.” From
there, verse five says: “who by His understanding made the
heavens — His love endures forever.” The cross-reference from

verse five takes you to Jeremiah 51:15.

You follow it to Jeremiah 51. And there in verses 15 and 16, you
find a magnificent declaration of God’s creative power: “He
made the earth by His power, He founded the world by His
wisdom, and by His understanding He stretched out the
heavens.” You're struck by the phrase “by His understanding,”

and the reference in verse 15 takes you to Job 9:8.

You follow it. And Job 9:8 says: “He alone spreads out the

heavens, and treads on the waves of the sea.”

You started in Genesis 1, thinking about the creation of the sun
and moon. You have ended up in Job meditating on a God who
treads on the waves of the sea. And along the way, Psalm 136
has woven the refrain “His love endures forever” through

everything.

The creation is not merely an act of power.
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Itis an act of enduring love.

This is how the Bible works when you let it. It talks to itself. Its
themes rhyme across books and centuries. Following the cross-
references is the experience of hearing those rhymes and

rhythms.
And they are beautiful.

As you work with cross-references, develop the habit of writing
your own. When you find two passages that illuminate each
other, when something Paul says in Ephesians throws light on
something David said in the Psalms, when a New Testament
tulfilment makes an Old Testament type suddenly visible, write
the reference in the margin of your Bible beside the relevant

verse.

Build your own personal cross-reference system, tailored to the
connections your own study has uncovered. Over the years,

this becomes one of the most valuable things in your Bible.

The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge is an extraordinary
reference work in this area. It contains extensive cross-
references for virtually every verse in the Bible, gathered from
generations of careful study. With over 500,000 references, it
connects Scripture with Scripture. Many digital Bible tools

include it, making it very easy to access.

Going walkabout is not a substitute for purposeful, directed
study. It is more suited to times of relaxed exploration with the
Spirit than to a structured daily session. But do not

underestimate it.
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Sometimes the most significant discoveries come not from
systematic searching but from following a thread that caught

your attention on a wander.
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METHOD SEVEN —
UNDERSTANDING CONTEXT:
A PLAIN PERSON’S GUIDE
TO HERMENEUTICS

ermeneutics is the science of Biblical

interpretation.

The word sounds formidable. Like something you
need a postgraduate degree and a very serious face to talk

about.

The concept behind it is simply the art of asking the right
questions in order to understand what a passage of scripture
meant in its original context, and then rightly applying that

meaning to your own situation.

One of the main hermeneutical principles to apply and to
understand is that the Bible is essentially a Jewish book.
Understanding the Jewish roots of our faith and the book that
we now hold in our hands is a fundamental key that cannot be

overlooked.
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There are a number of different books and scholarly works that
aim to shed light on this reality and the culture and times in
which the different books that we find in the Bible were

written.

Some of the most enduring are by Alfred Edersheim (1825-
1889), a 19th-century Jewish convert to Christianity and a
renowned scholar who wrote extensively on the Jewish

background of the Bible, particularly the New Testament.

And here’s the thing. You have actually been practising
hermeneutics throughout this chapter without knowing it.
Every time you ask “who was this written to?” or “when did

this happen?” or “what kind of writing is this?”
When you do that, you are practising hermeneutics.
You have been a hermeneutician this whole time.
Congratulations. Put it on your CV.

What follows is a brief tour of the most important contextual

lenses through which any passage should be viewed.

THE STYLE OF WRITING

This is perhaps the most important hermeneutical principle for
the beginner, because misidentifying the style of writing is the

most common source of Biblical misinterpretation.

The Bible is not all written in the same way. It contains

historical narrative, in which real events are recorded in plain
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prose. The books of Kings and Chronicles, the Gospels, and the
book of Acts are perfect examples of this. It contains poetry, in
which truth is expressed through imagery, metaphor, and
emotional intensity. The Psalms, the Song of Solomon, and
large portions of the prophets are poetic in nature. It contains
prophecy, which often uses symbolic and visionary language
that points beyond the immediate to future or eternal realities.
It contains wisdom literature, including the book of Proverbs
and Ecclesiastes. Here we find observations about how life
tends to work rather than absolute promises about how it
always will. It contains letters, written to specific communities
with specific situations in mind. And it contains parables, a
story-as-teaching vehicle, in which the surface narrative carries

a deeper truth.

Each of these styles requires a somewhat different reading

posture.

A historical narrative is read as fact. This really happened, these
were real people, these events had real consequences. A poem
or a psalm is read as poetry. When David says “the Lord is my
shepherd,” he is not making a zoological claim. He is reaching
for the most evocative image of tender care available to him. A
parable is read as an illustrative story, with the details serving
the central point. Not every detail of a parable carries

independent theological weight.

The single most useful hermeneutical rule is this: if a passage
can be understood plainly, understand it plainly. Do not dig for

hidden spiritual meanings in passages whose plain meaning is
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already clear. It is only when a plain reading produces
something impossible, contradictory, or clearly symbolic that

you need to look for a deeper register.

And when you do look deeper, let other scriptures guide you.
Scripture always interprets scripture more reliably than any

individual reader.

TYPES AND SHADOWS

Now we get to the jaw-dropping stuff.

One of the most awe-inspiring dimensions of biblical
hermeneutics is the recognition of what scripture calls types
and shadows. Events, persons, objects, and institutions in the
Old Testament that serve as anticipatory pictures of New
Testament realities. Particularly, these types and shadows

often point to the person and work of Jesus Christ.

The author of Hebrews is the most explicit about this. The
entire sacrificial system of the Old Testament, including the
priesthood, the tabernacle, right down to the annual sacrifice
on the Day of Atonement, is described as “a shadow of the good

things to come” (Hebrews 10:1).

These were not arbitrary religious rituals. They were God’s
visual aids, enacted across centuries, pointing forward to the

one perfect sacrifice that would make them all unnecessary.

When Abraham took his son Isaac up the mountain to offer

him as a sacrifice and then, at the last moment, God provided a
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ram caught in a thicket instead, he was not merely a man in a
desperate moment of obedience. He was enacting, in real time
and real history, a picture of a Father who would one day offer

His own Son.
And this time, there would be no ram in the thicket.

Isaac carried the wood for his own sacrifice on his back up the

mountain. Jesus carried His cross.

“God will provide for Himself the lamb,” Abraham says. And He
did, in a way Abraham could not have imagined (Genesis 22:8;
John 1:29).

The Passover lamb is a type of Christ. The manna in the
wilderness is a type of Christ. The rock that Moses struck, from
which water flowed for the thirsty people of Israel, is a type of
Christ, Paul says so explicitly in 1 Corinthians 10:4. Jonah in the
belly of the great fish for three days and three nights is a type of
Christ in the tomb. Jesus Himself says so (Matthew 12:40). And

so it goes.

These are not interpretive flights of fancy. They are connections
that scripture itself makes, inviting us to read the Old

Testament with new eyes.

Learning to recognise types and shadows is one of the most
enriching skills you will ever develop as a Bible student. It
makes the Old Testament come alive in a completely different
way. Because everywhere you look, you find that you are
reading not just the history of ancient Israel but the portrait of

the coming Messiah. Painted in a hundred different colours by
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a hundred different hands across thousands of years.

Stunning.

THE CULTURAL AND GEOGRAPHIC
SETTING

Many passages in scripture carry a richness that is invisible to
modern Western readers because we lack the cultural context
in which they were written. Understanding something of the
world in which the biblical events took place, such as the
customs, the geography, the social structures, and the religious
backdrop, can transform an opaque passage into a vivid and

personally challenging one.

When Jesus heals the ten lepers in Luke 17, and only one, a
Samaritan, returns to give thanks, the emotional weight of the
story depends on understanding what leprosy meant in first-
century Jewish society. Not merely a disease. Total social
exclusion. Enforced separation from family, community and

»
!

worship. A life lived at the margins, calling “Unclean!” to warn

others away.

The healing was not just physical restoration. It was complete
social reinstatement. And the one who returned, the outsider,
the Samaritan, recognised what he had been given in a way the

others apparently did not.

Bible handbooks and dictionaries are invaluable for this kind of
contextual understanding. Halley’s Bible Handbook is excellent
— widely praised, accessible, full of illuminating background

on every part of scripture. As already mentioned, the works of
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Alfred Edersheim on first-century Jewish life are in a category
of their own for anyone who wants to understand the Gospels

in their original context.

Such studies have rich returns because you begin to see
Scripture not through the narrow lens of your own experience
or bias, but through the eyes of those who were actually there

and the people who lived them at the time of writing.
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PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER

en keys. Six questions. Seven methods. A toolkit
that, once assembled, means you will never again
open your Bible not knowing what to do with what

you find.
Here is a simple rhythm for applying them.

In your daily study time, however long that is, the six questions
are your constant companion. Bring them to everything you

read, every day, as a matter of course.

The four great study types — word, subject, character, and
book — are projects, undertaken over periods of days, weeks,

or months, running alongside your daily reading.

The cross-reference walkabout is for when you have a little

more space and a spirit of exploration.
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And the hermeneutical lenses — style, types, context — are the

interpretive framework that everything else sits within.

You don’t need to use every method in every session. What
matters is that you know they exist and know how to reach for
them when you need them. Over time, applying these methods
and keys will become as natural as reaching for a knife when
you need to cut something. You will know instinctively which

tool the task requires.

And here is the thing I hope you will hold onto as you go
turther.

The digging is not separate from the encounter.

It is not as though you study the text academically and then,
separately, have a devotional experience with God. The study IS
the encounter. The Holy Spirit is IN the digging. He is in the
word study that opens a verse you have read a hundred times.
He is in the subject study that leads you to the passage that
speaks directly to what you are living through. He is in the
character study that shows you your own heart reflected in

someone who lived three thousand years ago.

He is in all of it. Always. The Author, present with every serious

student of His work. Teaching. Illuminating. Transforming.

“It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, but the glory of kings is

to search it out.” — Proverbs 25:2

You are a king and priest of God (Revelation 1:6).
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PART IV
THE WORD AT WORK
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HOW THE WORD OF GOD WORKS

e’ve spent the better part of this book learning

how to dig into Scripture.
Now let's stop digging for a moment.

I want to talk about what happens when the stuff you've been

planting actually starts to grow.

Because the Word of God is not an educational resource. It is
not a textbook. It is not a reference manual for getting your

theology straight.
Itis a seed.

And seeds, planted in the right conditions, do something the
farmer cannot control. They grow. They produce life after their
own kind. They bear fruit that contains yet more seed, which
bears more fruit, in an ever-expanding cascade of life that

started with a single act of putting something in the ground.
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You are not filling your head with useful information when you
study the Bible.

You are planting something vitally alive in your heart.

And what you plant WILL grow.

THE PARABLE THAT UNLOCKS ALL
PARABLES

When the disciples asked Jesus to explain the parable of the
sower, He hit them with something that should make every

Bible student sit up straight:

“Do you not discern and understand this parable? How then is
it possible for you to discern and understand all the other

parables?” — Mark 4:13 (Amplified)

Read that again.

This one parable is a master key. Jesus said, "If you understand
this, all of the other parables will be opened to your

understanding."

Get it wrong, and you’ll misunderstand how almost everything
in the Kingdom functions. Get it right, and things fall into

place.

It is not a story about farming. It is the story of how divine

truth enters a human life, takes root, and produces change.

The parable appears in three versions. You can read them in
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Matthew 13, Mark 4, and Luke 8. Each has slight variations that

reward comparison.
The core elements are simple.
A sower goes out.

Some seed falls on the path and gets snatched before it can

root.

Some falls on rocky ground, springs up fast, but has no depth

and withers in the heat.
Some falls among thorns, which choke it.

But some falls on good ground, and this seed produces, in
Luke’s phrase, “a hundredfold.”

Then Jesus explains it.

The seed is the Word of God. The soils are the varying
conditions of the human heart. And the outcome, whether the
Word takes root or is lost before it can do its work, depends not
on the quality of the seed, which is always good, but on the

condition of the ground it falls into.

Three principles emerge from this. And they matter.
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First: the Word of God is like a seed

It contains within itself the life it promises. You do not have to
manufacture results from it. You do not have to force it to
produce something it does not contain. A seed, planted in
prepared ground, does not need the farmer to stand over it

with a motivational speech. It grows. The life is already in it.
Second: the condition of the heart is the decisive variable

The same seed —same Word, same preacher, same service,
same page — produces wildly different outcomes depending
on the soil. This places an enormous responsibility on us. The
soil is not fixed. It can be prepared. It can be cultivated. We
determine, more than we might like to think, what kind of

ground we are.

Third: hearing and understanding are the process by which

the seed is sown.

When Jesus describes what went wrong with the first three
soils, the failure is always a failure of reception. The Word was

taken away. Or received with no depth. Or choked out by
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competing concerns. The good-ground hearers are those who
“hear the word with a noble and good heart, keep it, and bear fruit
with patience” (Luke 8:15).

Hear. Keep. Bear fruit with patience.

The sequence matters.

THE FOUR SOILS: A DIAGNOSTIC

Before we look at what the Word does in a receptive heart, it is
worth spending a moment with the four soils as a spiritual
diagnostic. Because Jesus is not describing four fixed
categories of person. He is describing four conditions that any
one of us can inhabit at different times, in different areas of our

lives.
And that can be changed by deliberate decision.

The hard path, compacted ground where the seed cannot
penetrate at all. The Word falls on it and is immediately
snatched away by the enemy before it can take root. This is the
heart so full of other things, so hardened by busyness or
cynicism or unaddressed grief or settled sin, that the Word

bounces off it without entering.

The remedy? Same as for compacted soil. Break up the ground.
Prayer. Repentance. Honest engagement with what has
hardened.

The rocky ground produces instant enthusiasm but no depth.

The Word is received with joy, but there is no root. No patient,
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hidden, unglamorous work of letting truth go down before it

comes up. When difficulty arrives, the shallow faith collapses.

This is the person who lives from spiritual high to spiritual
high. Conference to conference. Emotional experience to
emotional experience. But there’s no deep reserve of the Word

stored in the heart for the dry seasons.

The remedy is exactly what this book is designed to encourage.
Disciplined, regular, sustained engagement with Scripture that

builds roots even when nothing is visibly growing.

The thorny ground is perhaps the most sobering of all,
because it describes a heart that receives the Word genuinely.
The Word begins to grow, but competing concerns grow
alongside it until the Word is choked. Jesus names the thorns:
the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, the pleasures
of life.

Not active wickedness. Just the ordinary accumulation of
anxieties and ambitions and distractions that fill a life not

deliberately ordered around God’s Word.

The remedy is tending. The deliberate, ongoing choice to clear

space for the Word by pulling up the things competing with it.
And then there is the good ground.

Those who hear the Word with an honest and good heart, keep
it, and bear fruit with patience. That word patience, the Greek is
hupomoneé , means cheerful, hopeful endurance. The steadiness
of someone who has settled in for the long haul and is not

rattled by the time it takes.
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Good fruit takes time.

It comes to those who plant faithfully, tend carefully, and wait

expectantly.

Here is the extraordinary news. No soil is beyond recovery. Even
the hardest ground can be broken up. Even the most weed-
choked heart can be cleared and prepared. The very Word we
are learning to receive is itself the primary agent of that

preparation.

It is the water that softens the ground, as well as the seed that

is sown into that softened ground once it's ready.
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FIVE THINGS THE
WORD DOES IN YOU

ith that understanding of the soil as backdrop,
let us look at what the Word actually
accomplishes when it lands in prepared,

receptive ground.

Scripture identifies at least five distinct areas where the Word
works supernaturally in the life of the believer. These are not
theoretical benefits. They are practical, measurable, life-
changing realities that every person who has spent serious

time in the Word will recognise from their own experience.

ONE: NOURISHMENT FOR SPIRITUAL
GROWTH

From the very beginning to the very end of the Christian life,
the Word of God is the primary source of spiritual

nourishment.
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That is not a nice metaphor. It is a literal description of how the

human spirit feeds and grows.

We are born again through the Word.

“Having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God which lives and abides forever.” — 1 Peter
1:23

The new birth is a genuine regeneration. A new kind of life
imparted through the incorruptible seed of the living Word.
The same life that is in God Himself, contained in His Word,
enters the human spirit at conversion and wakes it up to

spiritual reality.

And the same Word that gave us birth continues to sustain and

develop the life it started.
Peter’s instruction to newborn believers is immediate and

practical:

“As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you

may grow thereby.” — 1 Peter 2:2
DESIRE for the Word, with the same urgent, insistent appetite
that a newborn brings to feeding, is a normal response.

That appetite is not weakness. It is healthy. The baby who is

not hungry is the one whose parents should be concerned.



208 DAVID LEE MARTIN

The progression of spiritual nourishment mirrors human

development.

Milk for the newborn, bread for daily sustenance in ordinary
life, and meat that is harder to chew and swallow for the

mature.

Check this out:

“Solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those
who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern

both good and evil.” — Hebrews 5:14

The capacity for meat is developed by use. There is no shortcut

to maturity. Only the long faithfulness of regular feeding.

And through all of this, the promise of 2 Peter 1:3-4 stands: “His
divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him”, and then the kicker,
“that through these you may be partakers of the divine

nature.”
Partakers of the divine nature.

The Word does not merely teach us about God. It imparts
something of God into us. This is why it must be eaten, not

merely studied.

TWO: INCREASED AND SUSTAINED FAITH

We touched on Romans 10:17 earlier, but the subject of the

Word and faith is too important to leave at a single mention.
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Genuine, operative, living faith that actually trusts God and
expects Him to act is not a human achievement. It is not

mustered by willpower or sustained by determination.
Itis produced and maintained by hearing the Word of God.

Paul says in Romans 12:3 that God has dealt to every person
“the measure of faith.” A starting point. A God-given capacity
for trust. But that initial measure is not the ceiling. It is the
floor. And its development is directly proportional to the

ongoing intake of the Word.

Smith  Wigglesworth, who saw more remarkable
demonstrations of the power of faith in a single lifetime than

most of us will ever read about, was characteristically blunt:

“There is where men lack. All lack of faith is due to not feeding
on God’s Word. You need it every day. How can you enter into
the life of faith? Feed on the living Christ of whom the Word is
full. As you get taken up with the glorious fact and the
wondrous presence of the living Christ, the faith of God will
spring up within you.” — Smith Wigglesworth, Faith That

Prevails
All lack of faith is due to not feeding on God’s Word.

Thatis a remarkable claim. And I believe it is true.

When faith is thin and prayer feels like whispering into a void,

the remedy is almost always the same.

More Word.
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More deliberate, sustained, expectant feeding on what God has

said about Himself and about His people.

Paul sums it up beautifully when he commissions the Ephesian

elders:

“I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is
able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all

those who are sanctified.” — Acts 20:32

Able to build you up. The Word is not passive material waiting
for us to activate it. It has inherent power to construct
something in us. To build, stone by stone and truth by truth,

the kind of faith that actually functions under pressure.

THREE: VICTORY OVER SIN

One of the most urgent benefits of a life saturated in God’s
Word is its power to cleanse us from sin and maintain inner
purity. This is not about religious striving or exhausting

attempts to be good by willpower.

It is about the inherent power of the Word to do in us what we

cannot do for ourselves.

The psalmist asks a question that resonates across every
generation: “How can a young man cleanse his way?” And
answers it immediately: “By taking heed according to Your
word” (Psalm 119:9).

The cleansing is a result of taking heed. The deliberate,
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attentive, receptive engagement with what God has said.

Jesus Himself made an extraordinary claim on the night of His

arrest:

“You are already clean because of the word which I have

spoken to you.” — John 15:3

Already clean. Not through religious ritual. Not through moral
effort. Through the Word that had been spoken into them
across three years of close discipleship. The Word had been

doing its cleansing work simply by being received.

Paul describes the same process in Ephesians 5:26. He speaks of
Christ sanctifying the church, cleansing her “with the washing
of water by the word.” The word translated “washing” is
loutron in the Greek. It carries the image of a bath. A thorough

and complete cleansing.

The Word washes us. Not symbolically. Actually. It reaches into
the hidden places of attitude and motive and imagination and
brings them into the light, then cleanses what the light has

exposed.

Hebrews describes this mechanism with surgical precision:

“The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper
than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a
discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” —
Hebrews 4:12
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It goes to places our self-awareness cannot reach. It exposes
motivations we did not even know were there. It sifts and
analyses and judges with the precision of a surgeon who cuts in

order to heal.

Beyond the cleansing, the Word actively develops holiness in
us. Jesus prays in John 17:17: “Sanctify them by Your truth; Your

word is truth.”

Sanctification, the ongoing process of being set apart to God
and becoming more genuinely like Him, happens through the
truth of the Word. As we receive more of what God says is true,

more of our lives align with that truth.

The transformation is real. And it is the Word that drives it.

FOUR: VICTORY OVER SATAN AND
PROTECTION FROM DECEPTION

We live in a world that is not neutral.

There is an enemy who has been in the business of deception
since the Garden of Eden and has not improved his

fundamental strategy since.

Do you know what that method is? It can be summed up in one

question. “Has God really said?”

This was his opening gambit in Genesis 3:1, and it remains his

most reliable weapon today.

If he can destabilise our confidence in what God has said,

persuading us that the promises are not really for us, or the
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commands are unreasonable, or the God who spoke them is
not trustworthy, he has already won the battle without firing

another shot.

The antidote, as Jesus demonstrated in the wilderness, is a

thorough, confident, deeply personal knowledge of the Word.

Look at what happened in Matthew 4. Three specific
temptations, each cunningly tailored to a point of genuine
vulnerability — physical need, desire for validation, the lure of

a shortcut. And three times, Jesus responded the same way:
“It is written.”

He did not argue. He did not explain why the temptation was
unreasonable. He reached for a specific, precisely applicable

passage of Scripture and drove the enemy back with it.

And then, this is the part most often overlooked, Satan tried
to use Scripture himself. He quoted Psalm 91 to Jesus,
accurately and in context, but with a twisted application: “If
You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is
written: He shall give His angels charge over you” (Matthew
4:6).

This is a serious warning, friend.

The enemy knows the Bible. He will quote it selectively. Apply
it misleadingly. Use genuine Scripture to support genuinely
ungodly conclusions. The person who knows a few favourite
verses is in a far weaker position than the person who knows
the Word well enough to recognise when it is being handled

dishonestly.
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The Bible describes this as "rightly dividing the word of truth."
(2 Timothy 2:15)

Paul warns Timothy:

“The time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they
have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;
and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be

turned aside to fables” (2 Timothy 4:3-4).

We're in that time now.

The proliferation of voices in the digital age means any
teaching, however eccentric or unscriptural, can find a vast
audience. The single most reliable protection against
theological drift is a personal, deep, well-rounded knowledge
of the Word.

The young men John addresses in his first letter are described
as having overcome the wicked one for a specific reason: “the
word of God abides in you” (1 John 2:14). Abides. Remains.

Dwells. Has made its home.

The Word has moved in and taken up permanent residence in

the hearts of these warriors.

That is the level of saturation that produces the kind of victory

John is describing.

“And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the
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word of their testimony; and they loved not their lives unto

the death.” — Revelation 12:11

The blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. Two
things.

The accomplished redemption of Christ. And the spoken,
declared, personally appropriated Word of God.

Both together overcome. One without the other is incomplete.
The blood without the Word produces a vague, undefined
Christianity that does not know what it possesses. The Word
without the blood produces intellectual religion without

power.

Together? Unstoppable.

FIVE: PROSPERITY IN BODY, SOUL AND
SPIRIT

I am aware this is a subject around which a great deal of
confusion has gathered. I want to handle it carefully. But

confusion is no reason to avoid what Scripture actually says.
And what Scripture says is quite clear.

The Word of God, received and acted upon, brings blessing
that extends to every area of human life. Spirit, soul, and
body.

Start with the spirit, which is the primary theatre of God’s work

in us. We have already seen how the Word nourishes, builds
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faith, cleanses from sin, and establishes victory. All of this is

real spiritual prosperity.

Move to the soul. The mind, the will, and emotions. John’s

third letter opens with a prayer:

“Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in

health, just as your soul prospers.” — 3 John 2

The prosperity John prays for is explicitly linked to the
prosperity of the soul. The inner life. The quality of the mind
and will and emotional landscape that exists within a person. A
soul being renewed and nourished by the Word is a soul that
prospers. And that prosperity, John implies, has a natural

overflow into physical health and practical circumstances.

Then there’s the remarkable promise of Proverbs 4:20-22. Read
this slowly:

“My son, attend to my words; incline your ear to my sayings.
Do not let them depart from your eyes; keep them in the
midst of your heart; for they are life to those who find them,
and health to all their flesh.” — Proverbs 4:20-22

Health to all their flesh.

The Word of God, kept in the midst of the heart, brings health
to the physical body. This is not a prosperity-gospel
fabrication. It’s a statement in the book of Proverbs, consistent
with the New Testament theme that God’s will and provision

extend to the whole person.
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We are spirit, soul, and body. The God who created all three has
provided for all three.

And then this unforgettable passage from the opening chapter

of Joshua:

“Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to
do according to all the law which Moses My servant
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to
the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. This Book of
the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall
meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make
your way prosperous, and then you will have good success.”

—Joshua 1:7-8

God speaks to Joshua on the threshold of the Promised Land.
He is not promising a comfortable life of ease. He is promising
something far more substantial. A way of life that prospers,
pushes forward, overcomes obstacles, and bears fruit, in direct
proportion to the degree to which the Word is kept in the

mouth, meditated on day and night, and observed to do.

Prosperity is not automatic. It’s the fruit of obedience to a Word

that is genuinely known.

Psalm 1 draws the whole picture together:

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the

ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat
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of the scornful; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and in
His law he meditates day and night. He shall be like a tree
planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its
season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he

does shall prosper.” — Psalm 1:1-3

A tree planted by rivers of water.

Not a plant struggling in dry ground, surviving by sheer
determination. A tree with access to inexhaustible supply.
Roots going deep. Drawing constantly from the source.
Producing fruit in its season with a reliability that has nothing
to do with the weather and everything to do with where it is

planted.
Whatever he does shall prosper.

That is the life available to the person who has made the Word
their delight and their daily meditation. Not as a transaction
with God. Not as a reward for religious performance. But as

the natural consequence of being rooted in the source of all
life.

Trees planted by rivers do not have to try to produce fruit.

They just do.

Sow Much, Reap Much

There’s a Kingdom principle governing all of this, and Paul

states it with simple directness:

“He who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who
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sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” — 2 Corinthians

9:6

Paul wrote those words in the context of financial giving, but
the principle is universal in the Kingdom. It applies to prayer.

To love. To forgiveness.
And it applies absolutely to the Word.

The person who sows the Word sparingly, reading occasionally,
engaging superficially and fitting it in only when convenient,
will reap a sparse harvest of all five benefits we have just looked
at. The person who sows bountifully, making the Word central,
deliberate, daily, varied, saturating their thinking and

conversation and prayer, will reap accordingly.

This is not a harsh law designed to exclude the busy and the

imperfect. It is simply a description of how things work.
The harvest is always proportionate to the sowing.

And the reverse is equally true. No one who sows bountifully

will be disappointed in what grows.

I want to close this chapter with something Paul wrote to the
Thessalonians, because I think it is the most encouraging

summary of everything we have covered:

“When you received the word of God which you heard from
us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you

who believe.” — 1 Thessalonians 2:13
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God's Word “Effectively works in you who believe.”

The Word has inherent power to work. Our faith connects us to
that power. The faith is not the power. It is the connection.
When we receive the Word as what it actually is, the Word of
God, living and active, carrying His nature and His power, it

goes to work.
In us.

Producing all five of those benefits and more besides that no

list could fully contain.

Plant it. Water it. Watch it grow.
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craftsman without tools is still a craftsman. The
skill is there. The eye. The understanding of the
material. All present regardless of what is in the

workshop.

But give that same craftsman a well-stocked toolbox and watch
what happens. Jobs that required enormous effort become
manageable. Levels of precision that were previously
impossible become achievable. The time from intention to

outcome shortens dramatically.
It's the same with Bible study.

The Holy Spirit, the Word itself, the methods we've shared, the
keys and habits that we've explored, are a foundation. They

will always be sufficient for genuine encounter with God.

But the tools available to the modern Bible student are
extraordinary, and knowing them can make every session

richer and more productive.

This chapter is me walking you through the workshop and
pointing things out. You can pick up and use whichever ones
you want. What I share are just suggestions of tools and
resources you may want to check out. Inevitably, you will also

find your own.

I will start with the most important and work outward. For

each tool: what it is, what it does, and when to reach for it.

Your Bible: The Tool That Holds All the Others
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Sounds obvious. But the most important item in your toolbox
is the Bible itself. Having the right Bible in the right format

makes a real difference.

For serious study, you want a Bible with cross-references
(ideally in the margin or a centre column), introductions to

each book, and generous margins for your own notes.

A study Bible, one with scholarly notes, maps, a concordance,
and book introductions built in, is also a worthwhile
investment. The NKJV Spirit-Filled Life Bible is excellent for the
charismatic or Pentecostal believer. The ESV Study Bible and
the NIV Study Bible are both widely respected.

Beyond your main study Bible, build a small library of

translations.
At minimum I would suggest:

A reliable literal translation as your primary Bible: The King
James or New King James Version (NKJV), or New American
Standard Bible (NASB) or ESV. These stay closest to the original

words and are essential for word study.

The Amplified Bible is a nice addition to your shelves. By
expanding each passage with the range of meanings of the
original Greek and Hebrew, it functions almost as a one-
volume word study tool. Read it alongside your main

translation. Genuinely helpful in my opinion.

A good dynamic equivalence version: New International

Version (NIV) or New Living Translation (NLT) for accessible,
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readable engagement with the text, particularly narrative

sections and the epistles.

A paraphrase for devotional freshness: The Message by
Eugene Peterson is vivid, sometimes startling, and often cracks
open passages that have gone invisible through familiarity. Use

it for perspective, not doctrine.
Paper versus digital? Both.

A physical Bible you can write in, mark, carry, and fall in love
with is irreplaceable for the kind of personalised engagement
we have been building through this book. A digital Bible app
gives you instant access to every translation and every
reference tool in your pocket. Use both. They serve different

purposes.
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance

If you buy one reference tool, buy this, although, to be honest, I
simply use my Bible app for Strong's references and definitions

nowadays. It's quicker, easier and direct.

Strong’s is a foundational part of the serious student’s
reference library. Compiled by Dr James Strong and first
published in 1890, it remains the single most useful reference
tool for English-speaking Bible students more than a century

later. That is quite a run.

With nothing more than Strong’s and your Bible, you can do
legitimate original-language word study without knowing a

word of Hebrew or Greek.
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Concordances are also available for other popular versions of
the Bible too, cross-referencing to the same underlying Hebrew
and Greek.

Nave’s Topical Bible

If Strong’s is the word-study tool, Nave’s is the subject-study

tool.

Compiled by Orville James Nave in the early twentieth century,
it gathers scriptures on roughly twenty thousand subjects and

sub-topics into one vast, organised reference work.

The value of Nave’s is difficult to overstate for topical study.
Instead of spending an hour with a concordance tracking down
every verse that touches your subject, you open Nave’s at the
relevant entry and find them already gathered, categorised, and

cross-referenced.

Fear. Faith. Healing. Perseverance. The Holy Spirit. Money.
Hundreds of subjects, often with sub-categories that help you

navigate the material efficiently.

Remember my discouragement story from Chapter Eight? It
was Nave’s that led me through the Scriptures on courage until

I reached the one that delivered me. That is Nave’s doing its job.

Like Strong’s, available in print and built into most digital Bible
study platforms.

Bible Dictionaries, Encyclopaedias, and Handbooks

When you need background such as the historical setting of an

event, the geography of a place, the cultural meaning of a



226 DAVID LEE MARTIN

practice, the identity of a person mentioned once and never

again, this is what you reach for.

These volumes provide, in accessible form, the kind of
contextual knowledge that used to require years of specialist
study. What were Pharisees and how did they differ from
Sadducees? What did a first-century Jewish wedding involve?
What was the political situation in the cities Paul visited?
What archaeological evidence supports the Old Testament

accounts?

All there. All accessible. All ready to make your reading come

alive.
Here are some of my favourites:

Halley’s Bible Handbook is perhaps the most universally
loved one-volume guide to the Bible ever produced.
Commentary, archaeology, history, and maps in an accessible,
inspiring format. If you only ever buy one reference book
beyond a concordance and Nave’s, make it Halley’s. Every Bible

student should own a copy.

The Holman Bible Dictionary is a solid, comprehensive, one-
volume dictionary of Bible terms covering people, places,
theological concepts, and cultural background. Clear and

reliable.

The International Standard Bible Encyclopaedia (ISBE) is a
multi-volume work for those who want to go deeper. Scholarly
but readable. Covers virtually everything with thoroughness

and care.
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Nelson’s Complete Book of Bible Maps and Charts is an
invaluable visual resource that I found really helpful. Maps,
timelines, charts of doctrine and biography. Makes the whole

sweep of Biblical history visible at a glance.
Commentaries

A commentary works through Scripture passage by passage,
explaining meaning, providing historical and linguistic
background, drawing out theological significance. Used well,
commentaries are one of the great gifts that generations of

careful scholarship have given to ordinary Bible students.

Used badly, they become a substitute for personal encounter

rather than a supplement to it.
Here is the right way to use a commentary.

Read the text yourself first. Ask questions. Pray over it. Note
what strikes you. Form your own initial understanding. THEN,
if you want confirmation, additional context, or the help of a
mind that has studied the passage in greater depth than you

have time for, open the commentary.

If you open the commentary first, you will almost certainly end
up thinking what the commentator thinks rather than

engaging personally with what the Spirit wants to say to you.

Commentaries are enormously valuable. They should simply

not be the first voice in the room.

One more thing. Every commentary reflects the theological

tradition of its author. No single commentary is final. Read
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more than one. Compare. And always hold what any
commentator says against the plain testimony of Scripture

itself.
Some reliable classics:

Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible. This
early eighteenth  century, wunashamedly devotional,
commentary is full of practical wisdom and genuine love for
the text. His scholarship is occasionally dated but his spiritual
insight is consistently excellent. You can feel his heart for God

on every page.

Jamieson, Fausset and Brown’s Commentary on the Whole
Bible — nineteenth-century, one-volume, solid scholarship
with accessible explanation. Widely trusted across

denominations.

The Expositor’s Bible Commentary — modern, multi-
volume, evangelical. Some of the best contemporary

scholarship available.

For studying specific books of the Bible in depth, targeted
single-volume commentaries on individual books are often
more useful than whole-Bible works. Ask a pastor or mature
Bible teacher whose judgement you trust to recommend

commentaries on whatever you are studying.
Digital Resources and Apps

We live in an extraordinary moment for Bible study.
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Tools that would previously have required a full library
containing multiple Bible versions, Strong’s concordance,
Nave’s, commentaries, maps, dictionaries, and a thousand
other volumes are now available on a phone or tablet. Often
free. And searchable with a speed no physical library could

match.
Here are some popular ones that you may want to check out.

Blue Letter Bible (blueletterbible.org) is a comprehensive free
Bible study website. Multiple Bible versions, Strong’s with full
Hebrew and Greek lexicons, Nave’s Topical Bible,
commentaries including Matthew Henry and Jamieson-
Fausset-Brown, and audio teaching from respected Bible

teachers. It is genuinely remarkable. It costs nothing.

Bible Gateway (biblegateway.com) Provides an easy way to
access and compare multiple translations quickly. Brilliant for
the translation-comparison method. Same passage, a dozen

versions, side by side, in seconds.

YouVersion is a widely used Bible app. Hundreds of
translations, reading plans, simple interface. Excellent for daily

reading and quick reference.

Logos Bible or Accordance Software — these powerful Bible
software programs integrate hundreds of reference works into
a single searchable environment, and the analysis tools can do
in seconds what would take hours manually. They do cost but

are extraordinarily powerful for the serious student.
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A word of wisdom about digital tools. Their power is also their
danger. It is very easy to spend a study session switching
between apps, comparing translations, looking up cross-
references, reading commentary notes, and arrive at the end
having done a great deal of activity without having

encountered God at all.
Tools serve the study. They do not constitute it.

Use them in their proper place. After you have sat with the text,
asked the Spirit to teach you, and begun to engage personally

with what is there.

Keep the Bible itself central to your studies.
Books: Your Wider Library

Be areader.

Good Christian books, biography, theology, devotional writing,
Biblical expositions, are companions and teachers in the long
project of knowing God through His Word. They bring the
insights of men and women who have spent lifetimes in

Scripture within reach of those who are beginning.

I was not always a reader. In my mid-teens I had a friend who
read constantly and I was, frankly, envious of the depth and
ease of his engagement with ideas. So I decided I would
become a reader. The first step was simply to start. To pick up a

book, push through the initial effort, and let the habit develop.
It did.

The love of reading, like the love of study, is something that can
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be cultivated. If it does not come naturally, begin with
something short and genuinely interesting to you. Build from

there.

Here are a few books I would put in your hands if you were

sitting across the table from me right now:

Foundations of Christian Doctrine by Kevin ] Conner — one
of the clearest and most comprehensive presentations of the
great doctrines of the faith you will find anywhere. Rigorous
but accessible, and deeply grounded in Scripture at every point.

Absolute belter.

A Ready Defence by Josh McDowell — a superb compilation of
apologetic work covering the historical evidence for the Bible’s
reliability, the case for the resurrection, and many of the key
intellectual challenges to the Christian faith. Excellent for

building confidence in what you believe and why.

Foundations for Christian Living by Derek Prince — a
beautifully written introduction to the foundational doctrines
of the Christian life. Derek Prince was one of the most careful
and profound Bible teachers of the twentieth century. This

book shows him at his most accessible.

Explore the Book by ] Sidlow Baxter (six volumes) — a
magnificent survey of the entire Bible, written with scholarly
depth and genuine devotional warmth. Baxter surveys each
book, giving its background, structure, and central message,
with the eye of someone who loves every page. This is one of
my personal favourites. Not always easy to find, but if you find

a copy, grab it with both hands.
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Willmington's Guide to the Bible, written by Dr. Harold L.
Willmington of Liberty University, has been one of the most
widely used single-volume Bible reference works in the
English-speaking world. At around twelve hundred pages, it
works as a kind of all-in-one library: part Bible handbook, part
commentary, part topical fact-finder, part theology manual,
covering every book of the Bible alongside its major characters,
parables, miracles, and doctrines. What makes it endure is the
warmth and accessibility of its tone. Willmington wrote it in
plain everyday language with an evident love for the people he
was writing for, and for many ordinary Christians it has
become the single most-thumbed book on their shelf after the
Bible itself.

The Best Tool in the Workshop

I want to close this chapter with a reminder that I hope keeps

the whole toolbox in its right proportion.

The best tool is not Strong’s. Not Nave’s. Not Halley’s or Logos

or any combination of all of them.
The best tool in the workshop is the Holy Spirit.

The Author. Present with every student of His Book. Willing
and able to open it to anyone who approaches with an honest

and hungry heart.

Every resource in this chapter serves that encounter. None of
them replaces it. A word study that ends in a lexical definition

has stopped too soon. A topical study that ends in a list of
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verses has stopped too soon. A commentary that ends in

another scholar’s opinion has stopped too soon.
The tools are not the destination.

They are the path.

Use them gladly. Use them often.

But let them serve this greater end. To know God, not just

know about him.
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YOU NEED TWO WINGS TO FLY

rayer and study are two wings of the same bird.

A bird with one wing does not fly awkwardly. It does
not fly at all. And a Christian life that has prayer
without the Word, or the Word without prayer, is similarly
grounded. Capable of generating a great deal of religious

activity but not, in any meaningful sense, soaring.

Study without prayer produces
what Paul described as the person
always learning and never coming
to the knowledge of the truth.
Head full. Heart empty. Doctrine

correct. Life unchanged. The
Word, taken in without the
company of the Spirit who breathed it, tends to produce
knowledge that puffs up rather than love that builds up.
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The letter that kills rather than the Spirit that gives life.

Prayer without the Word, on the other hand, tends to drift.
Enthusiastic but imprecise. Fervent but uninformed.
Generating more heat than light. Our prayers are only as rich as
our knowledge of who we are praying to, what He has
promised, and what He is like. The Word supplies all of that.
Without it, even genuine prayer can wander in circles, asking

uncertainly for things God has already promised clearly.

But when these two come together. When the Word informs
the prayer and the prayer opens the Word, something

remarkable happens.
Study becomes an encounter.
The prayer becomes powerfully equipped and intelligent.

The results from both combined have a quality that neither can

produce alone.
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THE WORD AS FUEL FOR PRAYER

The most immediate practical connection between study and

prayer is that the Word gives you raw material to pray with.

Most of us, left to our own devices in prayer, circle around a
tairly limited set of requests, expressed in a limited vocabulary.
We pray for healing, provision, guidance, protection, all good
and necessary things, but we pray them with the imprecision of
someone who is not quite sure what the terms mean or how

specific they can be in what they ask.

We pray hopefully. Not confidently.

We knock timidly rather than asking boldly.
The Word changes all of that.

When you know what God has actually promised, you can ask
for it with the precision and confidence of someone who is not
guessing but claiming. “Lord, You have said in Your Word that
by the wounds of Jesus I am healed — I am standing on that

» «

today.” “Father, You have promised in Philippians 4:19 that You
will supply all my need according to Your riches in glory by

Christ Jesus. I bring this need to You on that basis.”

That quality of prayer is not presumptuous. It is exactly what
God invites when He says “ask, and you shall receive.” The
asking that receives is the asking that knows what has been

promised.
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“If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, you will ask

what you desire, and it shall be done for you.” — John 15:7

Notice the condition. “My words abide in you.”

The answered prayer is linked directly to the dwelling Word.
This is not a formula. Not a transaction. It is a description of

how prayer in relationship with God actually works.

The person in whom the Word genuinely lives is the person
whose desires have been shaped by that Word. They want what
God wants. They ask for what He has already purposed to give.

And itis done.

The Word is combustible material. It is like wood on the fire of
the spiritual life. As we feed on it in study, it gives our prayers
fuel, specificity, authority, fervent heat, and the kind of
Scripture-rooted boldness that is not the same thing as

presumption.

Bold prayer informed by what the Bible promises is simply
taking God at His word.

Which is exactly what He asks us to do.

PAUL’S PRAYERS AS A STUDY METHOD

One of the richest and most underused forms of Bible study is
the study of prayer in Scripture. Not merely reading what the
Bible says about prayer, but actually praying the prayers

recorded in the Bible. Letting those inspired words become the
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words of your own mouth, directed toward the same God they

were originally addressed to.
Paul’s prayers in his letters are extraordinary.

They are Spirit-breathed petitions that reveal both the heart of
the apostle and the heart of God for His people. To pray them is
simultaneously to study them. The understanding comes with

the praying.
Let me point you to two in particular.

The first is Ephesians 1:17-19:

“That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him, the eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in
the saints, and what is the exceeding greatness of His power

toward us who believe.” — Ephesians 1:17-19
Read that slowly.

Then pray it.

Ask for the exact things Paul asks for. The spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him. The eyes of your
understanding being enlightened. The knowledge of the hope
of His calling. The riches of His inheritance in the saints. The

exceeding greatness of His power toward those who believe.

This prayer, prayed regularly and earnestly, is one of the most
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transformative things you can do for your Bible study. You are
asking the Father for the very things that make study come
alive. Wisdom. Revelation. Enlightened understanding.
Knowledge of what you have and what is available to you in
Christ.

The second is Ephesians 3:14-19, where Paul prays that the
Ephesians might be able to “comprehend with all the saints
what is the width and length and depth and height, and to
know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may
be filled with all the fullness of God.”

To know something that goes beyond knowledge.

That is not a contradiction. To know and experience God for

yourself, not just know about Him.
Paul is praying for this kind of knowing.

I would encourage you to adopt these two prayers as a daily
practice. Highlight them in your Bible. Read them aloud first, so
the Scripture-reading and the praying become one act. Then
pray from the heart, using the Scripture as a springboard,

adding your own language as the Spirit leads.
This is not a formula, it’s fellowship.

The words become a point of entry into a conversation with the

God who inspired them.
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PRAYING AS YOU STUDY

The most natural integration of prayer and study is the one
that happens in the moment. Stopping to pray during the
reading rather than treating it as a separate activity before or

after.

This does not require long interruptions. It is more like the
natural rhythm of conversation with someone present in the
room. You read a verse. Something strikes you. You look up, as

it were, and say: “Yes. Thank You.”
Or: “I don’t understand this, what does it mean.”

Or: “Lord, this is exactly what I needed today, and I didn’t

know it.”
Or simply: “Showq me more, please.”

When the Word challenges you the right response is not to
mark it and move on. Stop. Respond. Bring the challenge
honestly to God in that moment. “I see it. I want to change.

Help me.”
The study and the prayer together produce the change.

When the Word delights you, stop and celebrate. Praise God

for it.

The Psalmist says: “Your testimonies I have taken as a heritage

forever, for they are the rejoicing of my heart” (Psalm 119:111).

The Word is meant to produce rejoicing.
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Let it.

And when you close your Bible at the end of a session, let it
close with prayer. Not necessarily long. But some act of
response to what has been given. Some acknowledgement of
the Teacher who was present throughout. Some expression of

intention to take into the day what has been received.

Closing the loop between receiving and doing is one of the
most practical things you can do to ensure that what entered

your spirit in the study does not evaporate before evening.

THE ICEBERG BELOW THE SURFACE

There’s a picture that has stayed with me for years when I think
about the relationship between what we study in private and

what we offer in public.

Aniceberg.

~ _-VISIBLE TIP
D (approx. 10%)

SUBMERGED
MASS
(a\pproxA 90%)
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The part visible above the waterline is what people see. The
words spoken. The apparent confidence. The surface
presentation. But it is not the visible portion that makes an

iceberg formidable.

It is the vast, unseen mass below the surface. Roughly ninety
percent. Invisible. And it is that invisible ninety percent that

gives it its extraordinary power.

Ministry works the same way. What is spoken or offered in
public is the tip. The quality, the authority, the depth that
people actually encounter when they are in your presence
comes from the unseen weight beneath. The years of private
prayer. The accumulated seasons of serious Bible study. The
depth of personal relationship with God built in the quiet when

noone was watching.

Two people can speak exactly the same words, from exactly the
same text, and produce completely different effects. Because
the visible output is always a reflection of the invisible depth.

Be a person of depth.

Paul declared

“[God] also made us sufficient as ministers of the new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills,

but the Spirit gives life.” — 2 Corinthians 3:6

The life that comes through preaching or teaching or any form
of ministry is not generated by cleverness. Not by preparation.

Not even by knowledge alone. It comes from the Spirit, and the
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Spiritis accessed through prayer.

The Word and prayer together produce the kind of ministry
that actually gives life. The iceberg below the surface is the
prayer life and the life in the Word. Everything above reflects it.

You are a world-changer.
Not in some vague, inspirational sense. Literally.

The person who spends years building their life in the Word
and prayer, who allows the Word to be truly sown and
responds to it consistently in faith and obedience. That person

becomes a carrier of divine life.

The Word that was planted produces fruit. The prayers that
were prayed produce answers. The quiet faithfulness of the
hidden years becomes, in time, a public fruitfulness that could

never have been manufactured or hurried.

Consistently show up, in the Word and in prayer, day after day.

The cumulative effect of that faithfulness will be evident to all.
The God who sees in secret will reward openly.
“But you, when you pray, go into your room, and when you
have shut your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret
place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you
openly.” — Matthew 6:6

Go into the secret place. Bring the Word. Stay with the Teacher.

And watch the rewards roll in.
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NOW OPEN YOUR BIBLE

e’ve covered a lot of ground together.

We have looked at what this extraordinary Book

is. Its supernatural origin, its miraculous unity
across sixteen centuries and forty authors, the divine
fingerprints embedded in its structure. We’ve looked at why it
can be trusted, the manuscript evidence that leaves every other
ancient document in the shade, the archaeological
corroboration, the testimony of those who had every reason to

deny it and could not.

We've asked why we study it. Not to be better informed. To be

genuinely transformed.

We have met our Teacher, the Holy Spirit, and understood
something of what He is willing to do for anyone who opens

the Bible with an honest and expectant heart.
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We have filled the toolbox.

Ten practical keys. Seven study methods. Five benefits of the

Word at work in a receptive life.
A workshop full of tools and resources.

And we’ve looked at the partnership of prayer and study. The

two wings without which neither fully flies.
Now there is only one thing left to do.

Open your Bible.

A WORD TO THE BEGINNER

If this is genuinely the beginning of your Bible journey, and
everything in the preceding chapters has felt like learning a
language you have not yet spoken, I want to say something to

you directly.

You do not need to understand everything before you can

benefit from what you do understand.

The life is in the seed.

You plant. God grows.

Your job is not to be impressive. Your job is to be consistent.

Start very simply. Open the Gospel of John. Read it slowly. One
chapter a day. Underline what strikes you. Write down what
strikes you. Ask the Spirit to show you something every time

you open the pages of Scripture.
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He will.

Do that for a month. Then look back at what you have written

and notice what has happened in you across those thirty days.
I believe you will be surprised.

John is a good place to start because it was written for exactly
this purpose. The apostle tells us so himself: “These are written
that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:31).

Belief and life.

That is the promise. And it begins on the first page.

A WORD TO THE DISCOURAGED

If you have tried before. If you have made New Year
commitments that dissolved by February. Picked up the Bible
in a season of desperation and put it down again when the

crisis passed.
Please hear this.
None of that is a reason not to begin again.

Every farmer who has ever lived has had seasons when the crop
failed. Drought. Flood. Frost. Blight. The experienced farmer

does not conclude that farming is impossible.

He plants again.
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The failure of a previous planting is not a disqualification from
the next one. It is, if anything, an education in what conditions

are needed for better results.

Begin again. Not with the ambition to read the Bible in a year,
or to become a theologian, or to achieve some impressive
spiritual standard. Begin with a single chapter. A single
question. A single expectant prayer: “Open my eyes, that I may

see wondrous things from Your law.”
Start there.
And don’t stop.

Trust the Holy Ghost to lead you to victory.

A WORD TO THE EXPERIENCED

The greatest danger in long experience of the Word is not
laziness. It is familiarity. The slow, almost imperceptible
process by which passages that once set the heart on fire
become simply “known.” The truths that once arrived with

force become doctrinal furniture.
There’s a story in 2 Chronicles that has always moved me.

King Josiah, during a renovation of the temple that had fallen
into neglect over generations, discovers the Book of the Law
hidden away. His reaction when it is read to him is
extraordinary. He tears his robes. He weeps. He sets about the

most comprehensive religious reformation in Judah’s history,



248 DAVID LEE MARTIN

because the Word he heard was living and active and did what

the Word does to an honest heart.

It cut straight to the truth of his situation and demanded a

response.
The Word had not changed. The people had.

They had drifted so far from it that it was effectively lost,
buried in a building being run by habit and tradition. Josiah’s
tears were the tears of a man hearing something for the first
time that should have been familiar, and finding that the

unfamiliarity was the most alarming thing of all.
Come to the Word today as though you’ve never read it before.

Approach familiar passages with genuine expectation that the

Author has something in it you have not yet seen.
Pray David’s prayer, “Open my eyes, that I may see.”
Not “confirm what I already know.”

Open my eyes.

There is more. There is always more.
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THE COMMITMENT

want to invite you to make a practical commitment

before you put this book down.
A simple commitment to begin.

Here is what I am asking:

A time.

Not “when I have space.”

That time rarely arrives.
“Someday” is not a day of the week.

An actual time. Fifteen minutes, done daily, is worth more than
an hour done sporadically. Choose a time when you are

genuinely alert. Protect it.
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A place.

The environment that signals to your mind and spirit that
something purposeful is happening here. Have your Bible, your
notebook, and your pen or pencil already there. Remove the

friction.
A starting point.

No idea where to begin? The Gospel of John. Specific need or
struggle? Topical study on that subject using Nave’s. The Spirit
has been drawing your attention to a particular book? Start

there. The starting point matters far less than starting.

A prayer.

Before you open the Bible each day, pray. It can be as short as:
“Holy Spirit, teach me today. Open my eyes. I am here.”

He is already here, before you arrived. Ready.
Nothing heroic. Not impressive.
Simply faithful.

And faithfulness, sustained across months and years and
decades, is what produces the deep roots and abundant fruit of

a life genuinely shaped by the Word.
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WHAT THIS BOOK CANNOT DO

I want to be honest with you as we come to the close.

This book can give you understanding. Tools. Motivation. A

framework. What it cannot do is study the Bible for you.

The keys in these pages are exactly what the word suggests.
Keys. They open doors. But a key sitting on a table opens
nothing. It has to be picked up, carried to the door, and turned.

The turning is yours to do.

And here is the glorious reality that I hope burns in you as you

close these pages.
You do not have to do it alone.
You NEVER have to do it alone.

The Author of the most extraordinary Book in human history is
personally available to you, every time you open it, to explain
what He meant, to apply what is there to your actual life, to
make the words on the page become living truth in your heart.
He is better at teaching than any author of any study guide that
was ever written. He is more patient than any tutor. He is more
personally invested in your understanding than anyone else

possibly could be.

Because He made you. He loves you. And He wrote every word

of this Book with you in mind.

You have a Teacher.
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Go be taught.

Maybe this is the moment when the Bible stops being a book
on a shelf and starts being the living Word of God in your

hands. The moment when you say, “Right. I am doing this.”
If that is you, Papa is smiling.

He has been waiting for this.

He knew you would come.

“With a Book as extraordinary as this — who would be crazy

enough not to study it?”
God bless you as you love God, and as you feed deeply, joyfully,
and consistently on His magnificent Word.
Now go.
Openit.

And do not stop!
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ou have read the book. You know the keys. You

know the methods. Now it is time to use them.

Your free companion workbook is ready. Seven
complete Bible studies, each one designed to take an hour or
two, each one structured around what you have just learned,

each one waiting for you to open it and begin.
Inside you will find:

A study on what Scripture says about itself, so the ground

beneath your feet is firm.

A study on the "in Christ" Scriptures, so you know who you

actually are.

A character study of Ruth, Peter, or Daniel, your choice, so you

can walk with someone whose faith was real.

An immersive read through Colossians, so you can know what
it feels like to live inside a whole book of the Bible.

A study on the prayers of Paul, so you can pray as he prayed for

yourself and the people you love.

A study on wisdom in Proverbs, so you can carry the book of
wisdom into the actual rooms of your actual life. A study on the
names of God, so you can know him better than you did

yesterday.

This is not a teaching document for you to read. It is a
structured guide that sends you to your own Bible, with your

own pen in your hand, to discover for yourself what is there.
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Most readers do the first study within a week of finishing this
book. Many return to one of the seven for months afterwards,

digging ever deeper into the wonders of the matchless Book.

Download your free companion workbook now:

https://pureread.com/bonus

Print it. Mark it up. Spill coffee on it. Mark up your Bible. Find a
chair, a windowsill, the corner of a kitchen table. The wonders
are hidden in Scripture for you, not from you. Go and find

them.
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